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FOREWORD 


Acts  of  terrorism  and  civil  disobedience  within  the  United  States, 
designed  to  gain  attention  and  support  for  the  Puerto  Rican  inde- 
pendence movement,  have  increased  in  recent  years. 

Testimony  taken  by  the  Senate  Internal  Security  Subcommittee  on 
Juty  30,  1975,  established  that  Communist  Cuba  has  taken  an  active 
role  in  support  of  Puerto  Rican  independence.  During  its  continuing 
investigation  of  Puerto  Rican  terrorism,  the  subcommittee  has  learned 
that  the  Democratic  Peoples  Republic  of  China  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers  Organization,  an 
underground,  revolutionary,  pro-independence  group  operating  in 
the  United  States. 

This  Staff  Study  traces  the  historical  evolution  of  the  PRRWO 
from  a  Chicago  street  gang  to  a  Communist  controlled  organization, 
dedicated  to  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  independence  of  Puerto  Rico.  The  study  gives  insights  into 
one  method,  used  by  Communists,  to  infiltrate  and  subvert  an  organi- 
zation. The  study  further  indicates  that  the  PRRWO  engages  in  a 
broad  range  of  political  activities  involving  numerous  organizations. 

James  O.  Eastland, 

Chairman. 
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THE  PUERTO  RICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  WORKERS 
ORGANIZATION 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers  Organization  is  an  under- 
ground revolutionary  group  committed  to  the  twin  goals  of  creating 
a  revolutionary  Communist  Party  in  the  United  States  and  achieving 
Puerto  Rican  independence.  Evolving  from  a  street  gang  in  Chicago, 
the  PRRWO  developed  a  reputation  as  the  foremost  Maoist  advocate 
among  the  organizations  which  comprise  the  Puerto  Rican  revolution- 
ary movement  in  the  United  States.1 

The  leadership  of  the  PRRWO  is  composed  of  movement  veterans 
who  advocate  the  use  of  revolutionary  means  to  accomplish  the  over- 
throw of  the  capitalist  form  of  government. 

Their  stated  plans  include  the  creation  of  a  new  Communist  Party, 
independence  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  creation 
of  a  socialist  society  within  the  United  States. 

Prior  to  going  underground  in  1973,  the  PRRWO  had  an  extensive 
and  influential  organization  with  representative  branches  in  five  states. 

The  last  major  appearance  of  the  PRRWO  was  in  July  of  1972 
at  their  First  National  Congress.  The  PRRWO  adopted  a  new  party 
platform  at  the  Congress  which  "explained  in  detail  the  need  for  a 
multi-national  Communist  Party  in  the  United  States,  (and)  con- 
cluded that  the  PRRWO  should  build  toward  that  (goal)  by  orga- 
nizing Puerto  Rican  workers  (while)  at  the  same  time  working  closely 
with  three  fraternal  organizations  (i.e.  I  Wor  Kuen,  Revolutionary 
Union,  and  the  Black  Workers  Congress)."2  Impetus  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  platform  was  provided  directly  by  Red  China.3 

The  illegal  activities  of  the  PRRWO  and  its  predecessor  organiza- 
tions have  included  bombing,  extortion,  kidnaping,  criminal  tres- 
pass, larceny,  the  carrying  of  concealed  weapons,  assault,  and  battery. 
These  crimes  were  committed  in  the  pursuit  of  a  popular  social  issue 
Avhose  social  end  was  thought  to  justify  illegal  means.  This  precept 
directly  contravenes  the  traditional  concepts  of  nonviolent  change 
which  are  basic  to  our  system  of  government. 

The  following  study  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers 
Organization  is  divided  into  five  chapters.  Each  chapter  deals  with  one 
specific  area  of  the  PRRWO.  Each  chapter  is  subdivided,  in  format, 
into  three  areas  because  the  PRRWO  has  passed  through  three  distinct 
political  phases:  the  Young  Lords  Organization,  the  Young  Lords 
Part  v,  and  the  PRRWO. 


*  Guardian.  Tulv  12.  1972,  p.  5. 

-  Thid,   T).    5. 

3  The  New  York  Post,  March  23.  1973,  p.  R. 
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PUERTO  RICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  WORKERS 
ORGANIZATION 

Chapter  I — Origin 

The  evolution  of  the  PRRWO  may  be  divided  into  four  distinctive 
periods:  the  gang  years  (1959-1968),  the  Young  Lord's  Organization 
(1968-1970),  the  Young  Lords  Party  (1970-1972),  and  the  Puerto 
Rican  Revolutionary  Workers  Organization  (1972-present).  Each  of 
these  periods  is  marked  by  distinctive  changes  in  policy,  leadership 
and  organization. 

The  gang  years  commenced  in  1959  with  the  formation  of  a  street 
gang  in  Chicago,  Illinois  called  the  Young  Lords.  A  thirteen  year  old 
boy  named  Jose  "Cha  Cha*'  Jiminez  joined  with  Orlando  Davilla 
and  five  other  youths  to  create  the  Young  Lords.1  According  to  Jose 
Jiminez : 

In  1959  the  Young  Lords  was  a  gang,  a  street  gang  on  the  North  Side  of  Chi- 
cago in  the  area  of  Oldtown.  It  got  together  as  probably  being  more  or  less  for 
protection  because  it  was  primarily  a  white  area  and  the  Young  Lords  were 
Puerto  Rican.  Later  on  more  and  more  Puerto  Iticans  came  into  the  area  as 
more  and  more  of  the  racist  whites  moved  out  into  another  community  which 
was  closer  to  Oldtown.  After  a  while  they  became  a  social  club,  they  had  parties 
for  the  benefit  of  raising  money  for  sweaters  and  T-shirts.  They  had  picnics, 
they  had  dinners  for  the  families.  .  .  .2 

During  the  gang  years  the  Young  Lords  were  fighting  with  white 
gangs  in  the  area  over  hangouts  and  turf.  In  1964  Jose  "Cha  Cha" 
Jiminez  was  elected  president  of  the  Young  Lords,  but  his  presidency 
was  terminated  in  the  Spring  of  1964  when  he  was  incarcerated. 
Released  in  1965,  Jiminez  returned  to  the  Young  Lords.  In  1966 
Orlando  Davilla  assumed  leadership  of  the  organization.  From  Da- 
villa's  ascendency  in  1966  until  January  of  1968  the  Young  Lords 
faded  as  an  organization  until  the  only  remnant  was  a  coffeehouse, 
Uptight  #2,  which  the  Young  Lords  had  opened  in  the  Summer 
of  1967.3 

In  January  of  1968  Jiminez  again  returned  to  reorganize  the  Young 
Lords.  It  was  a  year  of  transition  for  the  Young  Lords.  Under 
Jiminez's  guidance  the  Young  Lords  became  actively  involved  in 
the  community.  Resorting  to  the  above  mentioned  parties,  picnics, 
and  dinners;  the  Young  Lords  sought  to  create  community  aware- 
ness of  existing  social  problems. 

The  transition  from  the  Young  Lords  street  gang  to  the  Young 
Lords  Organization  occurred  in  1968.  The  factors  which  account  for 
this  transition  appear  to  be  several.  "Dennis  Cunningham,  one  of  sev- 
eral Movement  lawyers  in  Chicago  who  have  handled  cases  for  the 
Lords  .  .  .  for  several  years,  points  to  the  Lords'  early  and  continuing 

1  The  Movement,  May  1069,  p.  4. 

2  The  Black  Panther,  June  7,  1969,  p.  17. 
*  The  Movement,  May  1969,  p.  4. 
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affiliation  with  the  Bla  i  Panthi  re  as  fundamental  to  their  political 
development M  *  This  thesis  is  partially  substantiated  by  Hilda  Vasquez 
Ignatin,  a  Young  Lords  member : 

One  of  the  thingi  that  taughl  YLO  members  thai  an  attack  on  tho  root  causes 

of  their  problem  was  Qrst  Deeeemry,  and  second  possible,  was  the  devfdopinent 
<«f  relations  with  groups  from  other  coninmnit ies  and  parts  of  the  country.  .  .  . 

For  example,  in  October  7L0  was  invited  to  take  part  in  a  meeting  with  all 
Latin  organisations  and  organisers  in  Chicago \t  the  city  meeting  people 

from  YLO  met  with  other  organisers  and  formed  Strong  links  with  BOme  Of 
them.    As    a    result    a    YI.o    member    went    to    an    International    Conference    in 

Canada.  Through  this  broadening  *>f  contact,  YLO  became  informed  about  what 

was  happening  in  the  M  Si  Of  the  country  with  other  Latin  groups  who  were  en- 
gaged in  Struggle." 

T<  :  •  ■'  y  taken  by  the  U.S.  Senate  Judiciary  Committee's  Internal 
Security  Subcommittee  on  February  12,  r.'Tl  from  Mr.  Thomas  Ed- 
ward M.osher  indicates  that  w1  he  first  chapter  of  the  Young  Lords  wa9 
organized  with  the  help  of  Mrs.  Cgnatm."6  The  chairman  of  the 
igo  Young  Lords  Organization,  Jose  "Cha  Cha"  Jiminez,  has 
claimed  partial  responsibility  for  the  politicalization  of  the  group, 
':"•  the  group's  transition  to  I  ulating  of  his  own  sense 

acquired  during  hi-  incarceration  in  1964.'  rrhe  trul 
i  itors  contributed  in  varying  deg 
to  the  Young  Lords'  on. 

T  i      ignificanl  in  the  evolution  of  the  YoungLords  Or- 

ganization wa  of  the  branch.  Whether  the 

initiative  to  itiated  in  Chicago  or  New  York 

clear.  Before  becoming  tin    v--       York  branch,  the  YLO  was 
know  i  Campos  Sociel  rig  to  Pablo 

rL  Cnfo      ition,aWe've 

id  in  New  York  since  January  ( L969)  and  we 

and  'Jul;  .  '  r  source  indicates  that  Jose  Mai 

go  YLO  >d  to  Jo3e "Cha Cha"  .Jiminez  at  the  1968 

Lvention  in  (  .  thai  he  he  a  i  go  to  New  York  to 

a  branch  there.1   Still  another  s  thai  members 

P  dro  Albizu  (  -  the  YLO  merged  on  June  7, 

.  ;  On  Ju  the  National  Headquarters  ol  the  YLO  in 

icial  recognition  ■        York  YLO  as  a  state 

chap!  lications  that  the  al  Headquarters  also 

fornia ;  however,  there  is  no 
furthi  )•  in  formal  ion  available  at  this  time.)  xa 

By  April  <>!'  1970  the  New  York  chap!  become  disenchanted 

with.  >rovided  by  National  Headquarters.14  In 

May  the  New  York  5  titral  Committee  met  and  decided  to  send 

on  to  Chicago  to  discuss  the  problem.  Apparently  no  accord 

reach*  '1  because  in  June  the  New  York  YLO  severed  its  organiza- 


«  Ratnpa    ts.  Orfobrr  1(»70.  p.  19. 

■  nt,  May  1969,  p.  4. 
■  Te&i  I   Thomas  Edward  Mother,  I'.irt  T.  TToarinp^  heforo  the  Subcommittee  to 

the  Administration  of  the  Interna]  Security  Ac;  an']  othor  Internal  Security 
e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  I  nit    I  States  Senate.  92d  Congress.  Jst  S< 

p.    7<> 

•  Daily  World,  June  7.  1969,  p.  S 

*  Daily  World,  October  _;.   1969;  and  Abramson,  Michael,  Valantc  Young  Lords  Party, 
McGraw-Hill  B<  ,1971,  p.  9. 

i  ■>/.  November  1969,  p.  8. 

br   •    ion,  op.  <■  t..  \ .  i<>. 

"  Ibid,  p.    in. 

"■-'  Ibid,  p.  10. 

'/.  i>.  11. 

uIUd,  p.  11. 


tional  affiliation  with  Chicago  and  renamed  itself  the  Young  Lords 
Party.15 

The  Young  Lords  Party  rapidly  expanded  its  organization  during 
the  period  from  June  of  1970  to  July  of  1973.  The  Young  Lords  Or- 
ganization in  Chicago  did  not  cease  to  exist  as  a  result  of  the  split 
with  New  York;  however,  their  attempted  national  expansion  had 
failed  and  they  concentrated  their  efforts  in  the  Chicago  area.  By 
November  of  1970  their  Heywood,  California  branch  had  ceased  to 
exist.10  In  April  of  1971  it  was  reported  that  the  Chicago  YLO  was 
recruiting  in  the  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  area  but  there  are  no  indica- 
tions that  their  recruiting  attempts  were  successful.17  Actually,  the 
YLO  in  Chicago  had  ceased  to  be  an  effective  organization  following 
the  resignation  of  Jose  "Cha  Cha"  Jiminez  in  mid-July  of  1970. ls 
The  history  of  the  Young  Lords  in  Chicago  establishes  that  the  orga- 
nization's effectiveness  lasted  only  so  long  as  Jiminez  was  its  leader. 

Two  months  after  Jiminez's  resignation  from  the  YLO,  as  its  chair- 
man, Felipe  Luciano  was  ousted  as  chairman  of  the  YLP  by  the  Cen- 
tral Committee.  The  reason  for  Luciano's  ouster  was  most  likely  that 
the  Central  Committee  feared  that  the  YLP  would  become  oriented 
around  its  chairman  as  the  YLO  had.  However,  the  stated  reason  for 
the  ouster  was  for  Luciano's  "male  chauvinism,  unclear  politics, 
political  individualism  and  lack  of  development."  19 

The  next  period  of  development  for  the  Young  Lords  Party  oc- 
curred in  July  of  1972  with  the  emergence  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Revo- 
lutionary Workers  Organization.20  By  February  of  1972  the  YLP  had 
scheduled  its  First  National  Conference  for  July  3,  1972  and  had  de- 
cided how  the  new  group  would  be  organized.21  However,  conflicts  de- 
veloped between  members  of  the  Central  Committee  which  could  not 
be  resolved  and  in  June  two  members  of  the  Central  Committee  quit 
and  joined  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Party.22 
^  The  Young  Lords  Party  renamed  itself  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolu- 
tionary Workers  Organization  on  July  3,  1972  following  its  first  and 
last  national  conference.  The  conference  marks  the  commencement  of 
the  current  evolutionary  stage  of  the  PRRWO. 

15  Ibid,  p.  10 

16  Ibid,  p.  11. 

17  Liberation  Netcs  Service,  #336,  April  21,  1971,  p.  2. 

18  Ramparts,  October  1970,  p.  22. 

10  New  York  Times,  September  5,  1970,  p.  35. 

20  The  Guardian,  July  12,  1972,  p.  5. 

21  Liberation  News  Service  #414,  February  19,  1972,  p.  14. 

22  The  Guardian,  op.  cit.,  p.  5. 


Chapter  II — Leadership 

The  evolutionary  stages  of  the  PRRWO,  from  January  1068  until 
the  present  day,  have  been  marked  by  increased  decentralization  of  the 
leadership  authority  and  structure.  Decentralized  leadership  creates 
the  problem  of  adequately  identifying  the  cohesive  leadership 
force  in  an  organization.  To  adequately  identify  the  leaders  of  the 
PRRWO,  one  must  rely  on  the  individual's  continuity  of  association 
with  the  organization.  Leadership  profiles  of  the  YLO,  YLP,  and 
PRRWO  follow  this  narrative,  and  are  designed  to  give  the  reader  a 
more  precise  conceptualization  of  the  organization's  individual  leaders. 

The  Young  Lords  Organization 

The  leadership  of  the  YLO  was  characterized  by  a  centralized  lead- 
ership, which  made  the  organization  dependent  on  the  strong  personal 
magnetism  of  the  chairman.  Jose  "Cha  Cha"  Jiminez  was  unquestion- 
ably the  leader  of  the  Chicago  YLO  from  its  inception  until  July  of 
1070.  In  mid-July  Jiminez  resigned  as  chairman  of  the  YLO  follow- 
ing a  conviction  for  stealing  lumber.1  On  August  11,  1970  Jiminez 
failed  to  appear  to  begin  serving  a  one  year  sentence.  He  remained 
underground  until  December  6,  1972,  at  which  time  he  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  police.2 

The  Xew  York  branch  of  the  YLO  was  officially  founded  on  July  26, 
1060.  and  Felipe  Luciano  was  named  as  its  chairman.  As  in  Chicago, 
the  New  York  branch  was  also  dependent  on  the  chairman's 
magnetism.3 

The  Young  Lords  Party 

In  June  of  1970  the  YLO  fractional ized  and  the  Xew  York  branch 
formed  the  Young  Lords  Party.  Its  leadership  remained  under  the 
control  of  Luciano  until  his  ouster  by  the  Central  Committee  on  Sep- 
tember 4, 1070.4  The  reasons  for  ousting  Luciano,  according  to  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  were  :  "male  chauvinism,  unclear  politics,  political  indi- 
vidualism, and  lack  of  development."  5  Based  on  the  chronology  of 
events  of  1970,  the  most  probable  reason  for  Luciano's  elimination  was 
that  the  Central  Committee  feared  that  the  organization's  existence 
might  become  dependent  on  one  individual,  as  had  happened  in  Chi- 
cago. It  should  be  noted  that  Jiminez's  disappearance  underground  and 
Luciano's  ouster  coincided  to  within  a  month  of  each  other. 

The  Central  Committee  assumed  control  of  the  Young  Lords  Party, 
and  was  made  up  of :  Juan  "Fi"  Ortiz,  Pablo  "Yoruba"  Guzman,  David 
Perez,  Juan  Gonzalez,  Gloria  Gonzalez,  Denise  Oliver,  and  Iris  Beni- 
tez.6  With  the  exceptions  of  the  addition  of  Gloria  Cruz  on  Novem- 

1  Ramparts,  October  1970.  p.  22. 

3  Guardian,  June  20.  1973.  p.  2  :  and  Liberation  Netcs  Service  No.  529.  June  6.  1973.  p.  9. 
5  Abramson,   Michael,  Palante  Young  Lords  Party,  McGraw-Hill  Book  ComBanv    1971, 
p.  78. 

*  New  York  Times,  September  5,  1970.  p.  35 

5  Ibid,  p.  35. 

6  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  pp.  10-12. 
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;.  L970  as  a  Field  Marshal,'  and  the  resignal        i    I  >        \(  ►liver 
i    March  of  L971 ;  '  I  he  ( Jentxal  Committee  remained  intact  as  the  rul- 
n\y  of  the  Young  Lords  Party. 

The  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers  Organization 

In  February  of  L972  Pablo  "Yoruba"  Guzman  announced  that  the 
PRRW(  K  which  a\  as  to  be  formed  the  following  July,  would  be  ruled 
by  a  ( Vntral  Committee  consisting  of  twelve  persons.8  One  month  be- 

the  tii>(  national  conference  of  the  YLI\  two  members  of  the 
ruling  Centra]  Committee  resigned  t<>  join  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist 
Party.1  'At  the  conclusion  of  the  First  Nat  ional  Congress  of  the  Young 
Lords  Party,  the  newly  formed  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers 
Organization  announced  the  Central  Committee  would  consist  of: 
Pablo  "Vo:u!ki"  Guzman,  David  Perez,  Juan  Gonzalez,  Richie  Perez, 
Carmen  Crux,  Gloria  Fontanez,  Willie  Matos,  Elba  Saauedra.  and  Lulu 
Limardo.11  On  March  23,  L973  Pablo  Guzman  and  Richie  Perez  an- 
nounced that  the  PRRWO  was  going  underground  and  would  reap- 
pear in  L975  or  1976."  Two  months  later,  on  May  30,  1973,  Pablo 
tizmau  appeared  before  Judge  Charles  M.  Metzner  for 
final  sentencing.  His  la-;  statement  before  his  imprisonment  was: 
"And  you  impose  sentence  from  the  position  of  your  class.  That  is  how 
you  impose  sentence,  right?  .  .  .  I'm  not  asking  for  a  break.  I'll)  not 
attempting  to  say  that  you  arc  going  to  rehabilitate  me,  because  that 
is  impossible,  because  I'm  going  to  come  out  stronger  than  before.  Pm 
going  to  keep  struggling  against  your  class  and  what  you  represent. 
You  heard  that  i  You  got  that?" 

Leadership  Profiles 


Jose  Jiminez  eo-founded  the  Young  Lords  in  1959.  He  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  organization  in  1904.  His  chairmanship  ended  that 
same  year  when  he  was  arrested  and  convicted  of  assault  and  battery 
with  a  deadly  weapon.  He  served  a  six  month  sentence  and  was  re- 
leased. In  1968  he  was  again  elected  chairman  of  the  Young  Lords,  and 
was  again  arrested  and  placed  in  the  House  of  Detention.  It  was  during 
this  two  month  incarceration  that  Jiminez  claims  he  gained  a  new 
sense  of  political  awareness.  His  new  awareness  is  captured  in  the 
following  quotes: 

.  .  .  we  look  to  see  which  is  our  enemy,  which  is  our  commonest  enemy  and 
wo  just  see  that  the  pigs  are  the  bodyguards  of  the  capitalist  pigs  that  are  op- 
pressing and  exploiting  our  people  .  .  .  We  see  that  the  United  States  is  our 
enemy.  And  we  look  out  for  allies,  you  know,  we  look  at  Cuba,  wc  look  at  Mao, 
we  look  at  all  these  other  countries  that  have  liberated  themselves  from  the 
Monsters. 

The  Cubans  have  this  poster  .  .  .  saying  we  will  destroy  it  from  the  outside, 
you  from  the  inside.  This  is  the  same  way  we  put  it.  We  feci  that  we  should 
stimulate  revolution  here  in  the  mother  country,  as  well  as  in  the  colony. 

Jiminez  continued  as  the  chairman  of  the  Young  Lords  Organiza- 
tion until  mid-July  of  1970  at  which  time  he  resigned.  His  resignation 
was  prompted  by  a  conviction  for  stealing  lumber.  On  or  about  July  30, 

;  Xnr  York  Times:,  Novombcr  11,  1970,  p.  C-o2. 
•  kbramson,  op.  cit..  p.  12. 

Dilation  \nrs  Service  Ko.   41.'f,  February   19,   1972,  p.   14. 
■  Guardian,  Julv  12.  1972.  p.  5. 
Palante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972.  p.  1. 
I!.Yr,"-  For*  Post,  March  23.  1973.  p.  6. 


1970  lie  was  sentenced  to  serve  a  year  in  prison.  On  August  11,  1970 
Jiminez  was  scheduled  to  appear  in  court  to  face  charges  of  assault  and 
battery;  however  he  failed  to  appear.  Jiminez  disappeared  under- 
ground until  December  6,  1972  at  which  time  he  voluntarily  turned 
himself  over  to  authorities.  In  November  1974  Jiminez  was  a  candidate 
for  Alderman  of  Chicago?s  4Gth  Ward.  Pie  was  defeated  in  the 
election.13-26 

FELIPE    LUCIANO 

When  the  New  York  branch  of  the  Young  Lords  Organization  was 
formed,  Felipe  Luciano  became  the  state  chairman.  He  remained  the 
chairman  of  the  organization  until  September  4,  1970  at  which  time 
he  was  ousted  by  the  Central  Committee.  The  following  month  he  quit 
the  party.  During  his  tenure  as  chairman  he  was  the  primary  leader 
and  spokesman  for  the  group.  He  continually  advocated  civil  disobedi- 
ence and  other  illegal  acts : 

The  only  solution  is  revolution.  Take  destiny  into  your  own  hands.  You  are 
not  going  to  get  it  by  getting  people  elected  to  Congress,  by  a  good  education,  or 
by  praying.  The  only  way  you  are  going  to  get  it  is  by  ripping  it  up.  Seize  the 
schools,  seize  the  courts,  seize  the  jails  where  three-quarters  of  our  people  are, 
seize  the  town  before  it  seizes  you.  Revolution  in  this  country  is  not  going  to 
wait. 

Following  the  takeover  of  the  First  Spanish  Methodist  Church  in 
December  1969,  Luciano  was  among  105  members  of  the  Young  Lords 
who  were  arrested  on  January  8, 1970.  All  charges  against  the  105  were 
subsequently  dropped  at  the  request  of  the  complainant.27-32 

JUAN   UFl"   ORTIZ 

Juan  Ortiz  received  his  education  at  Benjamin  Franklin  High 
School  in  New  York  City  and  subsequently  became  a  member  of  the 
Albizu  Campos  Society.  As  a  member  of  the  YLO  and  YLP  he  held 
the  positions  of  Deputy  Minister  of  Finance  and  Chief  of  Staff,  re- 
spectively. When  the  YLP  became  the  PRKWO,  Ortiz  left  the 
organization.33-39 


13  Chicago  Daily  News,  June  4,  1969. 
"  The  Movement,  May  1969,  p.  4. 

15  Chicago  Daily  News,  June  4,  1969. 

16  Ibid. 
^Ihifl. 

18  Extent  of  Subdivision  in  the  "New  Left",  Part  7,  Hearings  before  the  Subcommittee 
to  Investigate  the  Administration  of  the  Internal  Security  Act  and  Other  Internal  Security 
Laws  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  United  States  Senate.  91st  Congress,  2d  Session, 
p.  U07. 

13  Ibid,  p.  1107. 

20  Ramparts,  op.  cit.,  p.  22. 

21  Chicaqo  Daily  News,  June  4,  1969. 

22  The  Black  Panther,  June  7,  1969,  p.  17. 

23  The  Movement,  July  1969.  p.  12. 

24  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left",  Part  3,  op.  cit.,  pp.  201,  220. 

25  Daily  World,  October  2.  1974,  p.  5. 

26  Second  City,  vol.  2,  no.  9,  pp.  12.  18  ;  and  Guardian,  June  20,  1973,  p.  2  ;  and  Libera- 
tion News  Service  No.  529,  June  6,  1973,  p.  9. 

27  New  York  Daily  News,  January  10.  1970.  p.  16. 

28  New  York  Daily  Netcs,  January  7,  1970,  p.  26. 
20  New  York  Times  Magazine,  June  7,  1970. 

30  New  York  Times,  January  17,  1970.  p.  62. 

31  New  York  Times,  September  5,  1970,  p.  35  ;  and  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  12. 
33  New  York  Times,  June  26,  1970,  p.  37. 

33  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  18. 

34  Ramparts,  op.  cit,  p.  24. 

35  Ibid,  p.  24. 

38  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  3  8. 

37  New  York  Times  Magazine,  June  7,  1970. 

38  Abramson,  op  cit.,  p.  18. 

39  New  York  Times  Magazine,  June  7,  1970. 
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Willie  Afatos  was  the  Defense  Captain  in  charge  of  the  YLP's 
Bridgeport,  ( Connecticut  branch.  When  the  5TLP  became  the  PRRWO, 
Matos  became  a  member  of  the  Central  Committee. 

GLOB!  \   GONZALEZ 

( rloria  ( ronzalez  was  the  rounder  of  the  I  Eealth  Revolul  Lonary  Unity 
Movement  which  was  active  in  the  dispute  with  Lincoln  Hospital  in 
New  York  City.  As  a  Member  of  the  ¥LP  she  became  a  member  of 
the  Central  Committee  with  the  position  of  Field  Marshal.  When  the 
PRRWO  was  formed  Miss  Gonzalez  remained  on  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, According  to  Miss  Gonzalez,  u Wherever  a  Puerto  Rican  is, 
the  duty  of  a  Puerto  Rican  is  to  make  the  revolution."48-4* 

PABLO  "yOEUBA"  GUZMAN 

Aj3  Luciano's  influence  began  to  wane  in  the  Young  Lords  Party  his 
leadership  responsibilities  were  assumed  by  the  organization's  Cent  ral 
( Committee.  The  primary  spokesman  for  that  committee  as  recently  as 
March  1973  was  Pablo  Guzman,  sometime-  referred  to  as  "Yoruba". 
II is  influence  with  the  organization  was  demonstrated  in  September 
L971,  when  he  was  chosen  as  the  representative;  of  the  Young  Lords 
Party  who  accompanied  a  delegation  from  the  Revolutionary  Union 
to  Red  China.  As  spokesman  for  the  Young  Lords  Party  his  notable 
quotes  include : 

Constructive  violence  is  getting  rid  of  a  system  that's  got  US  all  down  in  the 
hole.  If  I  have  a  slingshot,  I'll  use  it,  and  if  I  have  a  gnu,  I'll  use  it. 

The  only  way  to  achieve  liberation  is  by  picking  up  guns,  and  we're  moving: 
our  people  in  that,  direction. 

We  found  that  a  lot  of  people  thought  we  were  there  just  to  throw  garbage  in 
the  street.  They  couldn't  understand  that  we  were  really  there  to  off  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  organization's  inception  as  the  Young  Lords.  ( ruzman  has 
been  one  of  the  primary  individuals  responsible  for  policy  formulation 
and  overall  coordination.  He  was  a  co-founder  of  the  Young  Lords 
Organization  in  New  York.  He  appeared  in  Chicago  on  October  11. 
L969  at  a  press  conference  with  Jose  Jiminez  and  leaders  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  and  Revolutionary  Youth  Movement  II.  Following 
that  press  conference  he  remained  highly  visible  and  highly  vocal  as 
a  member  of  the  YLO,  YLP,  and  the  PRRWO. 

Guzman  was  convicted  of  draft  evasion  on  January  27.  1  r)T2.*,9_5S 


«"  Liberation  Netoa  service  Xo.  345,  May  2!),  1971,  p.  10. 

41  Ihiil,  p.   10. 

*■  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4.  l<>72,  p.  1. 

*;  Abrnmson,  op.  eit.,  p.  11. 
'*  Ibid,  p.  11. 
"Ibid,  p.  11. 

"  Ibi'l,  p.  11. 
47  I  hid,  p.    11. 

'■  Palante,  July  23  to  August  4,  1972,  p.  1. 

;"  Abramson,  op.  rit.,  p.  s. 

'    \ru-  York  Times.  January  28,  1972,  J>.  41. 

■'    \<i<-  York  Timet,  November  9,  1969.  p.  83. 
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RICHIE  PEREZ 

Richie  Perez  was  a  member  of  the  YLO  and  the  YLP.  As  a  member 
of  the  PRRWO  he  holds  a  position  on  the  Central  Committee.  On 
March  31,  1973  he  attended  the  Attica  Brigade  Conference,  and  was 
present  on  April  8,  1973  at  a  Guardian  luncheon.  He  was  last  reported 
to  be  a  professor  at  Richmond  College  in  New  York.59'64 

DAVID  PEREZ 

David  Perez  was  a  co-founder  of  the  YLO  in  New  York,  and  held 
the  position  of  Minister  of  Defense.  When  the  YLP  was  formed  Perez 
became  a  Field  Marshal  on  the  Central  Committee.  He  remained  on 
the  Central  Committee  when  the  PRRWO  was  formed.  Perez  was  also 
named  to  be  a  member  of  the  New  York  Regional  Committee  of  the 
Venceremos  Brigade.65-70 

JUAN  GOXZALEZ 

Gonzalez  began  his  radical  career  in  1968  as  a  member  of  the  SDS 
Strike  Coordinating  Committee  at  Columbia  University.  When  he 
joined  the  YLO  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Minister  of  Education. 
When  the  YLP  was  formed,  he  held  positions  on  the  Central  Com- 
mittee as  Minister  of  Education  and  Minister  of  Defense.  Gonzalez 
remained  with  the  YLP  when  it  became  the  PRRWO  and  retained  his 
position  on  the  Central  Committee.  He  was  arrested  in  1968  on 
charges  stemming  from  the  University  of  Columbia  riots,  and  served 
a  thirty  day  sentence  in  1969  on  contempt  of  court  charges.71-79 

GLORIA  FOXTANEZ 

CARMEN  CRUZ 

ELBA  SAAUEDRA 

LULU  LIMARDO 

The  four  above  listed  individuals  are  members  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  PRRWO.80"85 


52  New  York  Daily  News,  June  15,  1971,  p.  39;  and  The  Movement,  November  1969,  pp. 
8,  13. 

53  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4.  1972.  p.  1. 

54  Foreign   Broadcast   Information    Service,    September   24,    1971,    p.    A6 ;    and   Foreign 
Broadcast  Information  Service,  October  6.  1971,  p.  A3. 

53  New  York  Times,  March  13,  1970.  p.  27. 

56  Chicago  Today,  October  11,  1969. 

57  Abramson.  op.  cit.,  p.  77. 

58  New  York  Daily  News,  January  10,  1970,  p.  16. 

59  Neic  York  Post,  March  23,  1970,  p.  6. 
mIbid,  p.  6. 

61  Palante,  August  28,  1970,  p.  20. 

62  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4.  1972,  p.  1. 

63  Guardian,  April  11.  1973.  p.  4. 
M  Guardian,  April  18,  1973. 

65 Liberation   News    Service  No.    hlk,  February   19,   1972,   p.    13. 

mNew  York  Times  Magazine,  June  7,  1970. 

67  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  8. 

88 New  York  Times,  June  7,  1970. 

c9  Palante,  August  28,  1970,  p.  21. 

70  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972.  p.  1. 

71  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  9. 

72  Ibid,  p.  9. 

~3Xew  York  Times  Magazine,  June  7,  1970. 
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The  individuals  identified 
LUKWO  are  Listed  below. 


as 


belonging 


to  the  YLO,  YLP,  or 


The   Young  Lords   Organization 


\  ■      !  Cruz  A 

James  ( 'art- 
Louis  Chavez  s0 
i  Cheyila" 
Alberto  Chivera 91 
Cynthia  Cuza 
Luis  (  ruz 

Orlando  Davilla" 
Ajigel  S.  DelRiveroM 
Edwin  Diaz 
John  Doubling  or 
Lav  -  Lbson  es 

Rory  Gruerra  "•' 
An  Ira  Herrero100 
Hilda  Ignaton  lMl 
Noel  Ignaton  102 
Jose  Juninez  103 
Lawrence  Jones  104 
(  eil  Keegan  10° 


Luis  Lind  : 
Obed  Zacerias  Lopez  107 
Omar  Lopez 

Raou]  LuLr<' 
Joseph  Luke110 
Adrian  Luna  l11 

Ruban  Lunas  I12 

dost1  Martinez  113 
Pedro  Martinez  114 

Alfredo  Matias118 

Medina 
Cano  Miller117 
J  uan  Carlos  Morales  118 
Jose  Nieves  ny 
Travis  Nolan  ia0 
Jose  Ortiz 12a 
Carlo,,  Putria  122 
Ben  Pavon  lM 
Bennie  Perez  124 
Robert  Prendergraft 125 


and  Palante,  August  28,  1970,  p.  16. 


Part  7,   op:    cit.,  p.    10HG. 


uiecl) 

T4Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  11. 
75  Ibid,  i».  !'. 
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if  New  York  Times,  De<  ember  8.  1968,  p.  53. 
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•   ,  July  21,  to  August  4,  1972,  p  1. 
1    Guardian,  ftlarcb  21.  1973.  p  ■"• 
<•-  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972,  p  1. 

■■■  tardXan,  April  -7,  1973. 
w  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972,  p.  1. 
"  r6W,  p.  1. 

/./   of  Subversion   in   the  "New  Left' 
Ramparts,  op.  "it.,  p.  2.",. 

to  7 "riltuHc,  September  5,  1969. 
vtent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  /.eft", 

3(  rvice  No.  886,  April  21,  1971,  p 
'•  Ramparts,  op.  <it.  p.  U2. 

tteni  of  Subvi  rsion  in  the  "Xcw  Left 
bid,  Part  7,  p.  1006. 
*<■  The  Movement,  May  1969,  p.  4. 
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™The  Lincoln  Park  Press,  January  P'TO 
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Ibid,  p.  1066. 
Tbid,  p.  1066. 

o  Tribune.  April  29.  1970.  p.  1. 
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1  ■  Abram  on.  op.  cit  .  p.  10. 

i    '     '  n  the  "New  Left".  Part  7,  op.  cit,  p   1066. 

nt,  June  1909,  p.  4. 


Part  7.  op.  ctr.,  p.  1006. 
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Ivaryne  Pritikin  126 
Alba  Ramos  127 
Manuel  Ramos 128 
Carlos  Rivera  129 
David  Rivera  13° 
Manuel  Rafael  Riviera  131 
David  Rodriguez 132 
Juan  Rodriguez  133 
Herbert  Rowan  134 

The  Young 

Gene  Acosta  143 
Mecca  Adai 144 
Mickey  Agrait 145 
Louis  Alvarez  146 
Carlos  Aponte  147 
Bernaclette  Baken  148 
Iris  Benitez  149 
Americo  Berrios  150 
Luis  Canuelas  1G1 
Carmelo  Castillo  152 
Angel  "Guilo"  Cintron 15S 
Gloria  Colon  154 
Anthony  Copeland  15$ 
Pedro  Rodriguez  Cosme 156 
Andre  Cruz  15r 
Benjamin  Cruz  158 
Gloria  Cruz  159 


Lydia  Sanchez  135 
Cisco  Sherman  136 
Hector  Torres  137 
Jose  A.  Torres  138 
Cisco  Yasquez  139 
Geof  redo  Vega  140 
Ivan  Vilella  141 
Mio  Villagomez  142 

Lords  Party 

Hector  Cruz  160 

Aida  Cuascut 161 

"Daoud"  162 

Eddie  Diaz  163 

Salvador  Diaz  1C4 

Martha  Duarte  165 

James  Estrada  16G 

Jenny  Figueroa  1C7 

Herman  Flores 16S 

Elena  Gonzales  169 

Gloria  Gonzalez  17° 

Juan  Gonzalez  171 

Mirta  Gonzalez  172 

Pablo  "  Yoruba"  Guzman 17$ 

Joseph  Hill 174 

Sonia  Ivany  175 

Gilbert  Jimenez  176 


n6  Chicago  Today,  July  6,  1969. 

117  The  Lincoln  Park  Press,  vol.  3.  No.  1,  January  1970,  pp.  1,  4;  and  Extent  of  Subver- 
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118  YLO,  February/March  1970,  p.  11. 
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120  Chicago  Tribune,  April  29.  1970,  p.  2 

121  Extent  of  Subversion   in  the  "New  Left,"  Part  7,  op.  clt.,  p.  1066 
i22  New  York  Times,  February  24,  1970.  p.  47. 

123  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left,"  Part  7,  op  clt.,  p.  1066. 

124  Chicago   Today,  September  30,  1969  ;  and  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left," 
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130  Chicago  Today,  August  13,  1969  ;  and  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left,"  Part  7, 
op.  cit..  p.  1066. 
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147  New  York  Times,  September  5,  1970.  p.  35. 

^Palante,  January  15,  1971.  p.  9;  and  Palante,  May  24  to  June  6,  1971.  p.   18. 
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Chapter  III — Organization 

The  organizational  structure  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary 
Workers  Organization  has  been  as  amorphous  as  its  leadership.  Dur- 
ing the  evolution  of  the  PRRWO,  changes  in  organizational  structure 
have  coincided  with  major  leadership  changes. 

The  YLO's  organization  was  para -military  in  nature  being  "orga- 
nized into  ministerial  divisions  with  specified  lines  of  authority  and 
levels  of  responsibility."  x  The  Chairman  and  National  Central  Com- 
mittee in  Chicago  envisaged  a  tri-level  structure,  consisting  of  a  na- 
tional level,  four  regional  levels,  and  state  chapters  within  each  of 
the  fifty  states.  The  organizational  plan  was  both  detailed  and  far- 
reaching;  however,  this  plan  was  never  fully  implemented  because 
the  YLO  never  attained  a  sufficient  membership.  April  of  1970  marked 
the  greatest  degree  of  organization  the  YLO  attained : 2 

National  Headquarters  YLO 

CHICAGO 

East  Coast  Regional  Office  New  York :  El  Barrio  branch ;  Newark, 
N.J.  branch ;  Bronx  branch. 

Central  Regional  Office  Chicago :  Chicago  branch. 

West  Coast  Regional  Office  Hey  wood,  California :  Heywood  branch. 

The  ruling  body  of  the  organization  responsible  for  policy  formu- 
lation was  the  national  Central  Committee  at  National  Headquarters 
in  Chicago.3  The  Central  Committee  consisted  of  a  Chairman,  a  Chief 
of  Staff,  a  Field  Marshal ;  and  Ministers  of  Information,  Education, 
Finance,  and  Health.  The  organization's  chain  of  leadership  extended 
from  the  national  Central  Committee  to  the  regional  Central  Com- 
mittees, and  from  the  regional  Central  Committees  to  the  Central 
Stairs  of  the  State  chapters.  Branch  offices  were  responsible  directly 
to  the  State  chapter  and  were  headed  by  a  captain.  In  some  instances 
particular  individuals  played  dual  roles  in  the  YLO.  For  example, 
when  the  New  York  state  chapter  became  responsible  for  the  East 
Coast  Region  the  Central  Staff  became  the  Regional  Central  Com- 
mittee, the  individuals  on  the  Central  Staff  remained  the  same  and 
assumed  the  responsibilities  of  both  the  Central  Staff  and  the  Re- 
gional Central  Committee : 4 

1  Ramparts,  October  1970.  p.  19. 

■  The  graph  is  a  reconstruction  of  facts  provided  by  the  folio-wing  sources  : 

Abramson,  Michael,  Palante  Young  Lords  Party,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Company,  1971, 
p.  8-12,  and  Lopez,  Alfredo,  The  Puerto  Rican  Papers,  The  Bobbs-Merrill  Company, 
Inc.,  1973.  Dp.  321-339. 
«  Liberation  News  Service  No.  S19,  February  20.  1971,  p.  6. 

*  Persons  and  positions  graphically  depicted  are  a  reconstruction  of  facts  provided  bj 
the  following  sources  : 

Ramparts,  October  1970,  pp.  20-24. 

Liberation  News  Service  No.  3  36,  April  21,  1971,  p.  2. 

Chicago  Today,  August  13,  1969. 

Chicago  Today,  September  30,  1969,  p.  3. 

Chicago  Sun-Times,  August  13,  1970. 

Chicago  News,  September  29,  1969. 

Daily  World,  June  7,  1969,  p.  M-4. 

Neiv  York  Times  Magazine,  June  7,  1970. 

Ne^c  York  Times,  January  17,  1970.  p.  62. 

New  York  Times,  December  8.  1969,  p.  53. 

A' etc  York  Times,  January  4,  1970,  p.  61. 
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IS 

okal  Central  Committee   (Chicago) 

1  :  J     e  Jimin< 

Chief  of  Staff:  Marta  Chevila. 

Id  Marshal:  David  Rivera;  Rory  Guerra ;  Jose  A.  Torres. 
Mil  i  \ 

[nformal  ioi     I .       (  uza  ;  ( tmar  Lopez. 

Education  :  Ra  foel  Rivera. 

Finance:  Manuel  Ramos;  Alfredo Matias ;  Herbert  Rowan. 

I  [ealth  :  Alberto  Chivera. 

Bast  Coast  Km  ional  Central  Committee  (New  York) 

Regional  Chairman:  Felipe  Luciano. 
Regional  Ministers  of — 

[nformal  ion  :  Pablo  Guzman. 
Educat  ion  :  Juan  ( ronzalez. 
Finance  :  Juan  ( )rtiz. 
I  defense  :  I  )a\  id  Perez. 

Central  Staff   (New  York) 

Deputy  Chairman:  Felipe  Luciano. 
I  deputy  Ministers  of — 

[nformal  ion  :  Pablo  Guzman. 
Educal  ion  :  Juan  Gonzalez. 
Finance :  Juan  Ortiz. 
Defense :  David  Perez. 
It  should  l>e  noted  that  the  individuals  on  the  East  Coast  Regional 
Central  Committee  are  the  same  as  the  members  of  the  New  York 
Central  Staff.  Where  more  than  one  person  appears  under  a  title  on 
the  National  Committee,  he  subsequently  replaced  the  person  directly 
before  him.  The  exact  date  any  of  the  above  persons  assumed  a  position 
i<  not  known:  however.  Rory  Guerra  was  Field  Marsha]  as  of  Au- 
L970,3  and  Jose  A.  Torres  had  replaced  him  as  of  October 
1!)7<>.';   Omar  Lopez   had    replaced   Luis   Cuza   as  of  October  10T0.7 
Manuel  Ramos  died  on  May  1.  1969  and  was  succeeded  by  Alfredo 
Matias.  Matias  was  replaced  by  Herbert  Rowan  as  of  September  29, 
1969/ 

When  the  YLO  split  and  the  Young  Lords  Party  was  formed,  the 
same  structure  was  retained.  The  most  notable  change  was  the  ^  LPs 
ability  to  attract  new  members  and  form  new  branches.  In  May  of  1970 
the  YliP  appeared  as  follows: 9 

Young  Lords  Party 

Central    Committee:   El    Barrio   branch:    Newark,   N.J.;    Bronx 
branch. 
The  Id  Barrio  branch  was  also  referred  to  as  the  East  Harlem 

branch.  It   was   formed  at   the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  Xew  ^  ork 


ifjo  Sun-Times,  August   13,  1070. 
'  Ramparts,  op.  elf.,  p.  120. 
"  Tbid,  p.  21. 

-  Chicago  ffews,  September  20.  1969. 
'Abramson,  op,  cit.t  pp.  8  11. 


19 

branch  of  the  YLO  in  July  of  1969.  Tho  Newark  branch  was  formed 
in  October  1969  and  the  Bronx  branch  was  formed  in  April  of  1970. 10 
Fourteen  months  later  in  June  of  1971,  the  Young  Lords  Party 
had  expanded  to  eleven  branches  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Connecticut,  and  Puerto  Rico  with  organizational  efforts  being 
carried  out  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.11  In  addition  to  the  El  Barrio, 
Newark,  and  Bronx  branches ;  the  YLP  opened  branches  in  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey  and  on  the  Lower  East  Side  of  New  York  City  in  August 
of  1970; 12  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  (August  1970) ; 13  in  Ponce, 
Aguadilla,  and  Cano,  Puerto  Rico  (March  1971)  ; 14  in  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut  ( Januarv  1971)  ; 15  and  formed  the  Inmates  Liberation 
Front  (October  1970*) ,16  and  the  New  65th  Infantry  (June  1971). 17 
Reports  published  in  April,  1971  indicated  that  the  YLP  was  organiz- 
ing a  branch  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.18 

Young  Lords  Party   (June  1971) 

central  committee,  national  headquarters,  2  02  east  117  street, 
new  york,  new  york  100  33 

branches 

El  Barrio  branch,  1678  Madison  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York 
10029;  Newark,  N.J.  branch;  Bronx  branch,  315  Cypress  Avenue, 
Bronx,  New  York. 

Lower  East  Side  branch,  256  East  3rd  Street,  New  York,  New  York 
10009;  Hoboken,  N.J.  branch;  Philadelphia  branch,  154  North  Frank- 
lin Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Penna. 

Bridgeport  branch,  393  East  Main  Street,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut ; 
New  65th  Infantry ;  Inmates  Liberation  Front. 

Ponce,  P.R.  branch ;  Aguadilla,  P.R.  branch ;  El  Cano,  P.R.  branch. 

The  increased  number  of  branches  in  the  Young  Lords  Party  was 
accompanied  by  changes  in  its  governing  body.  When  the  New  York 
Lords  broke  away  from  Chicago  the  East  Coast  Regional  Central 
Committee/Central  Staff  redesignated  itself  as  the  Central  Committee. 
This  was  rapidly  followed  by  the  ouster  of  the  Chairman,  Felipe 
Luciano ;  and  the  creation  of  a  Chief  of  Staff,  a  Field  Marshal,  and  a 
Minister  of  Health.  By  August  of  1970  the  Central  Committee  ap- 
peared as  follows : 19 

Young  Lords  Party  Central  Committee 

Chief  of  Staff :  Juan  Ortiz. 

Field  Marshal :  David  Perez  and  Gloria  Gonzalez. 

Ministers  of — 

Information :  Pablo  Guzman. 

Defense  and  Education :  Juan  Gonzalez. 

Finance :  Denise  Oliver. 

Health :  Iris  Benitez. 


10  Ibid,  pp.  S-12. 

11  Liberation  News  Service  No.  336,  April  21.  1971.  p.  2. 

12  New  York  Times,  September  5,  1970,  p.  35;  and  Palante,  August  2S,  1970,  p.  12. 
™  Palante,  August  28.  1970.  p.  10. 

^Palante,  February  20,  1971. 

15  Liberation  News  Service  No.  5^5,  May  29,  1971,  p.  10. 

10  Daily  World,  November  13.  11970.  p.  9. 

17  Liberation  News  Service  No.  35.1,  June  26.  1971.  p.  .1. 

18  Liberation  News  Service  No.  $36,  April  21,  1971,  p.  2. 
»  Palante,  August  28,  1970,  pp.  16-18. 
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Juan  Ortiz  moved  from  Minister  of  Finance  to  Chief  of  Staff. 
1  tavid  Perez,  who  had  been  Minister  of  I  tefense,  became  a  Field  Mar- 
shal jointly  with  Gloria  Gonzalez.*0  Juan  Gonzalez  assumed  Perez's 
responsibilities  aa  Minister  of  Defense  in  addition  to  his  previous 
responsibility  for  education.  Denise  Oliver  joined  the  YLP  m  Octo- 
ber  o(  1969,  and  rose  through  the  ranks  to  become  Minister  of  Finance. 
She  left  the  YXiP  in  March  of  1 '. » 7 1  and  joined  the  Eldridge  (.'leaver 
faction  of  the  Black  Panther  Party.-1'  [ris  Benitez  appeared  as  Minis- 
ter of  Health  in  February  of  1970,  but  had  left  the  Central  Committee 
by  March  of  1971." 

When  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers  Organization  was 
formed  in  duly  of  1972,  the  Central  ( lommittee  structure  was  retained; 
however,  the  titles  were  eliminated.  The  Central  Committee  of  the 
PRRWO  consisted  of  nine  members.  Pablo  Guzman.  David  Perez, 
and  Juan  Gonzalez  remained  members  of  the  governing  Central  Com- 
mittee; and  Richie  Perez.  Gloria  Fontanez,  Carmen  Cruz,  Willie 
Matos.  Elba  Saauedra,  and  Lulu  Limardo  were  added  as  members.2* 
By  March  of  1973  the  twelve  branches  of  the  YLP  had  decreased  to 
four :  m  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Xew  Jersey,  and  Connecticut. 


~\ 


■  Abramson,  op.  cit.,  p.  n. 

11  .\(\r  York  Times*,  November  11,  1970,  p.  C52  ;  and  Abrampon.  op.  cit.,  p.  12. 

■  Tin  Movement,  February/March  1970;  and  Liberation  Neus  Service  No.  323,  March  ft, 
1971,  p.  P-5. 

■  Palante.  Julv  21  to  Auprust  4.  1972,  p.  1. 
»*  \ew  For*  Post,  March  23,  1973,  p.  6. 


Chapter  IV — Subversive  Activities 

The  objectives  of  the  Young  Lords  Organization  and  the  Young 
Lords  Party  were  established  in  a  "13  Point  Program  and.  Platform"  : 

1.  We  want  self-determination  for  Puerto  Ricans— Liberation  on 
the  island  and  inside  the  United  States. 

2.  We  want  self-determination  for  all  Latinos. 

3.  We  want  liberation  of  all  Third  World  people. 

4.  We  are  revolutionary  nationalists  and  oppose  racism. 

5.  We  want  community  control  of  our  institutions  and  land.^ 

6.  We  want  a  true  education  of  our  Creole  culture  and  Spanish 
language. 

7.  We  oppose  capitalists  and  alliances  with  traitors. 

8.  We  oppose  the  Amerikkkan  military. 

9.  We  want  freedom  for  all  political  prisoners. 

10.  We  want  equality  for  women.  Machismo  must  be  revolutionary 
not  oppressive. 

11.  We  fight  anti-communism  with  international  unity. 

12.  We  believe  armed  self-defense  and  armed  struggle  are  the  only 
means  to  liberation. 

13.  We  want  a  socialist  society.1 

To  accomplish  the  above  objectives  the  YLO  and  YLP  resorted  to 
acts  of  civil  disobedience.  These  illegal  activities  were  designed  to 
have  maximum  political  impact  on  the  community.  Both  the  YLO  and 
YLP  sought  to  create  community  support  for  their  programs  by  ex- 
ploiting popular  social  issues. 

The  tactical  approach  of  the  YLO  and  YLP  was  basically  the  same. 
An  institution  in  the  community,  such  as  a  church,  school,  or  hospital, 
was  presented  with  a  number  of  demands.  If  the  demands  were  not 
met  to  the  YLO's  or  YLP's  satisfaction,  then  they  would  seize  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  institution  and  remain  in  possession  until  the 
institution  met  the  demands  or  agreed  to  negotiate.  The  YLO  and 
YLP  tried  to  choose  institutions  which  were  thought  to  be  sympa- 
thetic to  their  demands,  thereby  avoiding  police  intervention  in  most 
instances. 

These  types  of  activities  were  described  by  the  YLO  in  terms  of 
offensives.  In  Chicago,  from  December  1968  until  June  1970  the  YLO 
launched  five  offensives:  the  urban  renewal  offensive,  the  university 
offensive,  the  Seminary  offensive,  the  church  offensive  and  the  hospital 
offensive.  The  urban  renewal  offensive  commenced  in  December  of  196S 
when  the  YLO  staged  a  demonstration  at  the  Bissel  Realty  Company. 
The  YLO  alleged  that  the  realty  company  had  been  instrumental  in 
removing  Puerto  Ricans  from  the  Lincoln* Park  area  of  Chicago.  Dis- 
satisfied with  the  results  of  the  previous  demonstration,  the  YLO  re- 
turned on  January  11th  and  created  a  disturbance  for  which  the 
leader  of  the  YLO,  Jose  Jiminez,  was  arrested.2  The  next  taro-et  was 

o 

1  Palante,  August  28.  1070.  p.  2.  see  appendix,  p.  45 

2  The  Movement,  May  1969,  p.  4. 
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the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation  Council,  a  group  residing 
in  the  Lincoln  Park  area  vwth  the  responsibility  01  representing  the 
community's  news  to  the  Department  of  Urban  Renewal.  On  Jan- 
uary 21,  1969  members  of  the  YLO  attended  an  LPCCC  meeting 
where  they  attacked  members  of  the  Council,  broke  furniture  and 
windows,  and  succeeded  in  disrupting  the  meeting.1  Similar  disrup- 
tions of  LPCCC  meetings  occurred  again  on  May  20th 4  and  July 
29th.3  Other  community  meetings  were  disrupted  by  the  YLO.  On 
February  1 1th  ■  and  on  December  9th  7  Police-Community  Workshops 

were  disrupted  by  the  YL( ).  ( )n  duly  31st  the  Lincoln  Park  area  Bchoo] 
planning  group  meeting  was  disrupted/ 

The  university  offensive  was  directed  against  two  universities  in 
Chicago.  On  May  9,  1969  the  YLO  seized  Schmitt  Hall  at  De  Paul 
[Tniversity.  On  May  22nd  the  YLO.  Students  for  a  Democratic  So- 
ciety, Young  Patriots  Organization,  Black  Panther  Party,  and  Lake 
View  Youth  Council  occupied  the  24th  floor  of  the  administration 
building  at  the  Chicago-Circle  campus  of  the  University  of  Illinois. 
The  occupation  lasted  only  forty  minutes,  ending  when  the  President 
of  t  he  university  threatened  to  expel  participating  students  and  bring 
crimina  1 1  re<pas<  charges  against  all  others.9 

The  seminary  offensive  commenced  on  May  14,  lOCiD  when  the  YLO 
-imported  by  the  Students  for  a  Democratic  Society,  Youn<r  Patriots 
Organization,  Black  Active  and  Determined,  and  the  Concerned  Citi- 
zens Survival  Front  occupied  the  W.  Clement  Stone  Administration 
Building  of  the  McCormick  Theological  Seminary.10  Eleven  days 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  occupation  the  YLO  had  presented 
the  seminary  with  a  list  of  demands: 

"1.  That  McCormick  Seminary  turn  over  to  the  community  $601 ,000 
for  :i  low  cost  housing  development. 

"2.  That  McCormick  provide  a  building  and  recreational  facilities 
For  a  cooperal  ive  day  care  center. 

"3.  That  all  the  apartments  owned  by  McCormick  and  rented  to 
people  in  the  community  should  be  rented  to  poor  and  working  class 
families. 
" !.  That  the  fence  around  McCormick  should  be  torn  down. 
"5.  We  demand  that  the  Stone  building  be  made  available  to  the 
Puerto  Rican  community  for  the  creation  of  a  Puerto  Rican  Cultural 
Center  to  preserve  and  strengthen  our  cultural  and  historical  heritage 
and  to  transmit  these  values  to  other  peoples  in  our  community  and 
in  Chicago.  If  it  is  found  mutually  advantageous  to  the  McCormick 
Seminary  and  to  the  Young  Lords  Organization,  we  propose  that 
the  Seminary  make1  available  to  the  Young  Lords  Organization  suffi- 
cient funds  to  purchase  the  property  of  Armitage-Dayton  Methodist 
( Jhurch  to  he  made  the  Puerto  "Rican  Cultural  Center. 


'  Tbid,  D.  4  :  and  Extent  nf  Subvention  in  the  "Vrtr  De/*",  Fnrt  7.  Hearings  brforo  the 
Subcommittee  tn  Investigate  the  Administration  of  the  Internal  Security  \ci  and  Other 
Security  Lawn  of  the  Committee  <>n  the  Judiciary,  United  States  Senate,  91s1  Congress,  2nd 
Session,  p.  1054. 

*  Ftrtent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left".  Part  7.  op.  clt.,  p.  1055. 
*rhiraoo  Tribune.  July  30.  1969.  nee.  2.  i>.  12 

•  The  Movement,  May'  1969,  p.  5  :  and  Emtent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left,"  Part  7, 
op.  rlt..  r>.  1054. 
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Tribune,  May   10,   1969,  p.  69.  .  „       __    ,,___ 

■     Movement,  June   1969,  p.  4;  and  Chicago  Sun  limes,  May  16,  1909,  p.  46. 
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"6.  That  McCormick  extend  a  grant  in  the  amount  of  $25,000  to  the 
Young  Lords  Organization  to  be  used  in  a  community  leadership 
development  program  and  in  the  continuation  and  strengthening  of 
the  work  of  protecting  and  serving  our  poor  community. 

"7.  That  McCormick  actively  support  the  efforts  of  the  Latin  Ameri- 
can Defense  Organization  to  end  the  arbitrariness  of  the  Cook  County 
Department  of  Public  Aid  in  its  dealing  with  Welfare  Recipients 
Defense  groups. 

"Specifically,  we  demand  that  McCormick  publically  support  the 
three  demands  that  LADO,  along  with  the  Wicker  Park  Coalition 
for  Welfare  Rights,  have  submitted  to  David  Daniel,  Director  of  the 
Cook  County  Department  of  Public  Aid,  and  to  George  Dunn,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Cook  County  Board  of  Commissioners : 

"  ( 1 )  Removal  of  Walter  A.  Cunningham,  District  Office  Super- 
visor and  James  Patterson,  Assistant  Office  Supervisor,  for  their 
lack  of  sensitivity  to  the  needs  and  the  human  dignity  of  welfare 
recipients  at  the  Wicker  Park  Public  Aid  Office. 

"(2)  Voice  of  the  community  served  by  the  Wicker  Park  Office 
in  the  selection  of  a  new  director  of  the  office. 

"  (3)  Voice  in  the  interpretation  and  implementation  of  welfare 
laws  and  regulations  at  the  Wicker  Park  office  level. 

"We  demand  that  this  support  be  expressed  in  letters  to  David 
Daniel,  Director  of  the  Cook  County  Department  of  Public  Aid  and  to 
George  Dunn,  President  of  the  Cook  County  Board  of  Commissioners. 

"8.  That  McCormick  extend  a  grant  of  $25,000  to  the  Latin  Ameri- 
can Defense  Organization  to  further  the  aims  of  creating  a  strong 
organization  for  welfare  recipients  in  our  community. 

"9.  That  McCormick  publicly  oppose  and  condemn  the  political 
persecution  carried  out  by  the  city  of  Chicago  against  poor  peoples7 
organizations  such  as  the  Black  Panther  Party,  the  Latin  American 
Defense  Organization,  and  the  Young  Lords  Organization.  McCor- 
mick must  demand  from  the  respective  authorities  that  charges 
arising  out  of  political  arrests  be  dropped  by  the  complaining  institu- 
tions, namely,  the  Department  of  Urban  Renewal,  Cook  County 
Department  of  Public  Aid,  Chicago  Police  Department,  the  City  of 
Chicago,  and  the  State 's  Attorney  Office.  The  Young  Lords  Organiza- 
tion and  the  Wicker  Park  Welfare  Office  Dependents  and,  in  particu- 
lar, Jose  "Cha  Cha"  Jiminez  and  Obed  Lopez  must  not  be  jailed  and 
punished  for  their  beliefs  in  justice  and  for  their  concern  for  their 
community's  rights. 

"10.  That  McCormick  extend  a  cseed  money'  grant  in  the  amount  of 
$25,000  to  establish  a  legal  bureau  controlled  by  the  poor  peoples 
organizations  (the  attorneys  to  be  chosen  by  the  organizations  to  work 
full  time  for  them,  and  to  be  responsible  only  to  them.)11 

On  Sunday,  May  18th  the  seminary  agreed  to  meet  the  demands 
and  the  protesters  vacated  the  building.12 

On  June  8th  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Armitage  Avenue  Meth- 
odist Church  voted  not  to  allow  the  YLO  the  use  of  the  church  for 
office  space,  a  day  care  center,  a  breakfast  program  and  for  a  libera- 
tion school.  On  June  11th  the  YLO  reacted  to  the  Board's  decision 
by  seizing  the  church.13  Jose  Jiminez  summed  up  the  situation :  "The 


11  The  Movement,  June  1969.  p.  5. 

12  The  Militant,  May  30.  1969.  p.  13. 

13  Chicago  Sun-Times,  June  12,  1969. 
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church  is  Dot  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  .  .  .  We  want 
i  pent  it  (the  church)  if  they  will  rent.  .  .  .  We  will  buy  it  if  they 

want   to  Bell.  If  they  don't   want  to  Sell  we  will  stay  anyway."14  The 

Board  capitulated  to  the  YLO's  demands  and  agreed  to  rent  space  to 
the  VI-O  for  offices  and  a  day  care  center.18 

Tln>  hospital  offensive  commenced  on  June  15, 1970  when  forty  mem- 
bers of  the  YLO  staged  a  "sit-in"  at  Grani  Hospital  to  demand  that 
■  hospital  provide  assistance  to  the  YLO's  health  program.16  The 
•     '-!!!"  Lasted  for  two  hours. 

In  .Yew  York  the  YLO  also  conducted  a  series  of  offensives  de- 
fied to  elicit  support  for  their  18  Point  Program  and  Platform. 
From  duly  1969  to  March  vn-2  the  YLO  conducted  five  offensives; 
the  Garbage  Offensive,  Peoples'  Church  I,  Lincoln  Hospital,  Peoples' 
Church  IT.  and  Offensiva  Kompe  Cadenas.17  Tn  addition  to  these  of- 
fensives the  YLO  'YLP  conducted  other  activities  which  will  be  men- 
tioned after  discussing  the  offensives. 

The  Garbage  Offensive  commenced  on  July  27.  1000  when  the  YLO 
erected  barricades  of  garbage  across  3rd  Avenue  at  110th  Street  in 
New  York  City.18  The  offensive  lasted  until  September  2,  1969.  Ac- 
cording to  the  YLO.  the  offensive  was  initiated  because  the  Sanitation 
Department  of  Xew  York  City  refused  to  clean  the  streets  of  El 
Barrio,  or  provide  the  YLO  with  the  equipment  to  do  it  themselves.19 
However,  the  primary  reasons  for  the  offensive  were:  "to  use  a  reform 
issue  for  revolutionary  purposes".  .  .20and  .  .  ."to  off  the  government 
of  the  United  States."*21 

Peoples'  Church  I  commenced  on  December  7,  1000  when  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  First  Spanish  Methodist  Church  refused  to  allow 
the  YLO  to  use  the  church  during  the  week  for  a  breakfast  program, 
day  care  center,  and  a  liberation  school.21'  Outraged  at  the  Board's 
rejection  of  their  demands,  the  YLO  disrupted  services  at  the  church 
resulting  in  the  arrest  of  thirteen  members  of  the  YLO.1'3  Following 
the  arrests  the  YLO  staged  a  rally  and  protest  march.24  "That  bust 
helped  us  do  more  propaganda  than  leafletting  and  knocking  on  doors 
for  weeks  had  done."  25  When  church  officials  remained  adamant  on 
their  refusal  of  the  YLO's  demands,  the  YLO  retaliated  by  seizing 
the  church  on  December  28.  1969.2a  The  next  day  the  YLO  opened  the 
church  for  a  breakfast  program,  health  program,  and  liberation 
school.27  The  church's  Board  of  Trustees  reacted  to  the  YLO's  seizure 
of  the  church  by  seeking  an  injunction  in  New  York's  State  Supreme 
Court.28  The  court  granted  the  injunction  on  January  2,  1070.  AVhen 
the  YLO  was  presented  with  the  court's  order,  they  refused  to  honor 
it.29  Instead  they  offered  to  negotiate  with  the  Board.80  An  attempt 
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to  pressure  the  Board  into  negotiations  occurred  the  next  day  when 
the  Students  for  a  Democratic  Society  of  Columbia  University  and 
students  from  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  occupied  offices  be- 
longing to  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  New  York.31  The  YLO/s 
refusal  to  honor  the  State  Supreme  Court's  injunction  resulted  in 
the  court's  issuance  of  arrest  warrants  for  the  occupiers  of  the  First 
Spanish  Methodist  Church.32  The  sit-in  at  the  offices  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  ended  the  next  day  and  the  arrest  warrants  were 
executed  on  January  8th.33  One  hundred  five  members  of  the  YLO 
voluntarily  submitted  to  arrest  and  were  taken  into  custody  by  the 
police.34  On  Sunday,  January  11th,  members  of  the  YLO  disrupted 
services  at  seven  Methodist  churches  in  New  York  to  again  voice  their 
demands.35 

Although  January  26th  had  been  set  as  the  hearing  date  for  the 
YLO  members  who  had  been  arrested  in  the  church,  Judge  Saul  S. 
Streit  postponed  the  hearing  until  February  21th.  The  postponement 
was  granted  at  the  request  of  church  officials  who  were  in  the  process 
of  negotiating  with  the  YLO  over  their  demands.36  Following  sev- 
eral negotiating  sessions  the  YLO  and  officials  of  the  church  announced 
that  a  partial  agreement  had  been  reached :  the  church  officials  agreed 
to  drop  criminal  contempt  charges,  establish  a  day  care  center  and  a 
drug  treatment  program.37 

On  July  14, 1970,  the  YLP  turned  its  attention  to  New  York's  Lin- 
coln Hospital  by  occupying  its  School  of  Nursing.  The  YLO  presented 
the  hospital  with  a  series  of  demands:  (1)  That  there  be  no  cutback 
in  jobs  or  services,  (2)  That  the  construction  of  the  new  hospital 
be  brought  to  a  rapid  completion,  (3)  That  the  hospital  establish 
a  program  in  the  community  for  door-to-door  preventive  health 
care,  (4)  That  the  hospital  provide  a  day  care  center  for  the  children 
of  hospital  patients,  (5)  That  the  Health  Services  Administration 
provide  additional  funds,  (6)  That  the  hospital  establish  a  round 
the  clock  grievance  staff,  (7)  That  the  hospital  pay  employees  a 
minimum  wage  of  $140  per  week,  and  (8)  That  the  hospital  create 
a  community-worker  board  with  overall  administrative  responsibil- 
ity.38 Having  presented  their  demands  to  the  hospital,  the  YLP  left 
the  same  day.  (The  YLO  had  become  the  YLP  as  of  July  1970.) 
Four  days  after  the  YLP  presented  their  demands  to  the  hospital, 
they  were  joined  by  the  Health  Revolutionary  Unity  Movement  and 
the  Think  Lincoln  Committee  in  the  seizure  of  Lincoln  Hospital.38 
The  hospital  medical  board  decided  that  it  would  negotiate  with  the 
YLP.  The  YLP  and  other  militants  who  had  occupied  the  hospital 
began  intimidating  the  professional  staff  to  such  a  degree  that  within 
eleven  days  following  the  takeover  twelve  pediatricians  had  walked 
off  the  job  and  refused  to  return  until  the  militants  left.40  When  a 
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young  Puerto  Rican  girl  died  while  undergoing  an  abortion,  the 
5  LP  kidnaped  the  chid'  of  obstetrics  and  gynecology,  Dr.  Joseph 
S.  Smith,  and  threatened  him  with  bodily  barm  if  he  returned  to 
the  hospital.41  This  action  by  the  YLP  caused  twenty  -even  doctors 
t<>  leave  the  hospital  in  protest.  Their  departure  from  the  hospital 
created  an  "intolerable  situation."43  The  hospital  sought  relief  in  the 
courts  and  was  granted  a  restraining  order  barring  the  YLP  from 
the  hospital.48 

The  People's  Church  TT  offensive  was  precipitated  by  the  death  of 
Julio  Roldan,  a  member  of  the  Young  Lords  Party.  Roldan  was  ar- 
rested on  October  13,  1970  and  charged  with  attempted  arson,  lit4  was 
incarcerated  in  the  Tombs  in  New  York  City.  Three  days  later  lie 
was  found  hanged  in  Ins  cell.44  On  October  19.  1970,  following  the 
funeral  procession  for  Roldan,  a  ''number  of  Young  Lords  appeared 
on  the  steps  (of  the  First  Spanish  Methodist  Church)  with  automatic 
weapons,  carbines  and  pistols  and  forced  their  way  in."48  As  in  the 
lii-'  occupation  of  the  church,  church  officials  sought  relief  in  the 
courts.  On  November  17,  1970.  the  State  Supreme  Court  of  New  York 
granted  the  chureb  a  show  cause  order  against  the  YLP.4a  When  the 
City  officials  rejected  the  YLP's  demands  for  an  independent  investi- 
gation into  Roman's  death  the  YLP  refused  to  honor  the  show  cause 
order  and  remained  in  the  church.47  On  November  30,  1970  the  State 
Supreme  Court  issued  a  vacate,  order  and  the  YLP  left  the  church.48 

The  Offensiva  Rompe  Cadenas,  or  Off  With  the  Chains  Offensive 
scheduled  to  commence  on  March  21,  1971.  On  that  date  pro- 
independence  rallies  were  held  in  Ponce,  Puerto  Rico;  Xew  York  City. 
Philadelphia,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut  and  Syracuse,  Xew  York.49 
The  Offensiva  Rompe  Cadenas  was  designed  to  rally  support  and 
Nad  to  the  eventual  independence  of  Puerto  Rico.  On  June  13.  1971 
the  YLP  disrupted  the  annual  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade  in  Xew  York 
( Jity,  hut  this  was  t  lie  only  act  undertaken  in  support  of  the  Offensive 
Rompe  Cadenas.50 

In  addition  to  the  offensives  the  YLO/YLP  conducted  other  activ- 
of  an  illegal  nature.  On  June  7,  1070  the  YLP  disrupted  the 
annual  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade  in  Xew  York  City.  While  passing 
the  reviewing  stand  "a  volley  of  tomatoes,  oranges  and  eg<is  went 
flying  out  of  their  midst."  "  On  June  17.  1970  the  YLP  commandeered 
a  mobile  TB  chest  x-ray  truck.  The  YLP  proceeded  to  several  locations 
within  the  Puerto  Kican  community  where  they  conducted  tubercu- 
losis tests  with  the  aid  of  personnel  from  the  Health  Services  Admin- 
istration who  had  been  captured  with  the  truck.52  The  next  day  the 
Health  Services  Administration  agreed  to  let  the  YLP  keep  the  truck 

"  Vrtr  York  Times,  August  28,  1970,  p.  28. 

"  Vrtr  York  Daily  Xetrs,  August  28,  1970,  p.  3. 

«  New  York  Times,  August  28,  1!>70,  p.  28. 

"  Daily   World,  October  20,  1970.  p.  9;  and  Aetc  York  Times,  October  28,  1070,  p.  35. 
'  -  i/-  York  Times,  October  19,  1970.  p.  18. 

**  New  York  Times,  November  18,  1970,  p.  HI. 

<:  NetO  York  Time*,  October  23,  1970,  p.  3.r>. 

"  New  York  Times,  December  1,  1970.  p.  51. 

« Liberation  News  Service  No  St8,  March  24,  1971,  p.  14:  and  New  York  Times, 
March  22,  1971.  p.  8;  and  New  York  Daily  News,  March  22.  1971.  p    & 

*>  Washington    Daily   X<vs,  June    14,    1971,   p.   9;   and   Washington  Star,  June   14.   1971. 
and  Liberation  News  Service  No.  350,  June  10,  1971,  p.  12;  and  New  York  Daily 
NeW9,  June  15,  1971.  p.  I','.). 

IC   York  Time*,  June  8,  1970,  p.  .".1. 

lJ  New  York  Times,  June  18,  1970,  p.  44. 
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as  long  as  they  felt  it  was  needed.53  The  YLP  returned  the  truck  on 
the  19th.54 

On  November  C.  1970  the  Philadelphia  branch  of  the  YLP  occupied 
the  Kings  Way  Church  with  the  consent  of  the  minister.  Father 
Robert  Zepernick.55  On  February  4,  1971  the  New  York  YLP  closed 
down  Junior  High  School  #13.5'6  On  March  14,  1972  Pablo  Guzman, 
the  Minister  of  Information  for  the  YLP,  was  sentenced  to  serve  two 
years  in  prison  for  draft  evasion.57  Four  days  later  the  YLP  held  a 
demonstration  to  protest  his  sentence.  During  the  demonstration  the 
Manufacturers  Hanover  Bank  was  firebombed  and  three  members  of 
the  YLP  were  arrested  and  charged  with  the  firebombing.58  The  offen- 
sives and  other  activities  of  the  Young  Lords  Party  ended  with  the 
emergence  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary  Workers  Organization. 

From  June  30th  to  July  3rd  of  1972  the  YLP  held  its  "first  and  last" 
"National  Congress  in  New  York  City.  When  the  Congress  ended  the 
Young  Lords  Party  emerged  as  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolutionary 
Workers  Organization  dedicated  to  the  creation  of  a  "multinational 
communist  party  in  the  United  States  59  ...  to  replace  the  Communist 
Party  U.S.A."  G0  The  impetus  for  this  change  in  the  YLP  originated 
in  Red  China.  In  October  of  1971  Pablo  Guzman  accompanied  a  dele- 
gation of  the  Revolutionary  Union  to  Red  China  where  he  met  with 
Chou  En-lai  and  Kuo  Mo- jo.61  According  to  Guzman,  "I  sat  down 
with  some  comrades  and  gave  them  a  report  on  the  situation  in  the 
U.S.  .  .  .  The  Chinese  Communists  criticized  the  Lords  for  their  "lum- 
pen" orientation  and  for  their  belaboring  of  the  issue  of  independence 
for  Puerto  Rico."  62  The  Red  Chinese  "prodded"  the  Young  Lords 
leader  to  change  the  organization's  approach  and  direction.  At  the 
behest  of  the  "comrades"  the  YLP  staged  its  National  Congress  nine 
months  after  Guzman's  return.  But  Guzman  had  decided  by  February 
how  the  new  organization  would  be  set  up.63  The  PRRWO  eliminated 
its  independence  operation  in  Ponce,  El  Cano,  and  Aguadilla,  Puerto 
Rico.64  Its  former  tactics  of  civil  disobedience  and  confrontation  were 
exchanged  for  the  tactics  of  infiltration.05  Since  July  of  1972  the 
PRRWO  has  surfaced  infrequently,  most  often  they  have  appeared 
at  radical  lectures,  forums  and  luncheons  as  well  as  some  demonstra- 
tions and  rallies.  The  PRRWO  has  been  working  in  a  clandestine 
manner  since  1972  in  an  attempt  to  infiltrate  labor  unions.06  Their 
current  timetable  calls  for  the  organization  to  resurface  in  1976  or 
1977.67 

In  chronological  order,  the  activities  of  the  PRRWO  since  Augiist 
of  1972  are  as  follows :  On  August  18, 1972  the  PRRWO  held  a  demon- 


63  New  York  Daily  News,  June  19,  1970,  p.  26. 
5*  New  York  Daily  News,  June  25.  1970,  p.  40. 

55  The  Militant,  November  20,  1970.  p.  15. 

56  New  York  Daily  News,  February  5.  1971,  p.  69. 

57  Liberation  News  Service  No.  412,  February  5,  1972.  p.  3. 

58  Liberation  News  Service  No.  422,  March  29,  1972,  p.  12. 
69  Guardian,  July  12,  1972,  p.  5. 

60  New  York  Post,  March  23.  1973.  p.  6. 

61  Northern  Virginia  Sun-Times,  October  27,  1971;  and  Foreign  Broadcast  Information 
Service,  October  6,  1971,  p.  A3. 

62  New  York  Post,  March  23.  1973,  p.  6. 

63  Liberation  News  Service  No.  414,  February  19,  1972,  p.  14. 

64  Neio  York  Post,  March  23,  1973,  p.  6. 

65  Ibid,  p.  6. 

66  Ibid,  p.  6. 

67  Ibid,  p.  6. 
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stration  at  the  United  Nation-  to  urge  the  [J.N.  Special  Committee  on 
Decolonization  to  consider  the  question  of  Puerto  Rican  independ- 
ence.08 In  September  the  PRRW< )  attended  the  Black  Workers'  1-':  i  e- 
dom  Convention  in  Lincoln  Heights,  Ohio  which  was  sponsored  by 
the  Black  Workers  Congress.69  On  March  23,  L073  the  PRRWO  at- 
Guardian  forum  on  the  question,  "Whal  Road  to  Building  a 
Si  w  Communis!  Partj  :'*     On  March  31st  the  PRRWO  attended  the 
inference  of  the  Attica  Brigade  at  Staten  Island  (  ommunity 
On  April  8th  the  PRRwO  attended  the  Guardian  Anni- 
Luncheon.72  On  May  25th  tie'  PRRWO  attended  a  Guardian 
,  the  question,  "Women  and  the  Class  Struggle"  at  New  York 
Law  School.73  On  September  24,  1973  David  Perez  of  the 
PRRWO  addressed  a  rally  at  th<    I  1  Nations.74  On  October  30th 

•  )  demonstrated  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  demand  freedom 
Tor  Puerto  Rican  political  prisoners.1  On  March  8,  L975  the  PRRWO 
participated  in  a  march  and  rally  in  New  York  City  to  commemorate 
rnationaJ  Womens' Day.76  On  May  1st  the  PRRWO  participated 
in  a  -May  Day  rally  in  New  York's  Federal  Plaza.77  And  on  June  8, 
1975  the  PRRWO  marched  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Para 

Though  the  above  activities  of  the  PllRWO  seem  relatively  innocu- 
ous, one  should  keep  Pablo  Guzman's  warning  in  mind,  uJust  because 
there's  no  more  sit-ins  and  taking  over  of  buildings  with  guns,  that 
doesn't  mean  that  everything's  cool.  People  are  going  to  be  surprised 
at  what  we  do,  especially  with  die  unions."  ?<J 


«  Liberation  News  Service  No.  4<J0,  August  20,  1072,  p.  8. 

i   Revi*  W  of  the  News,  December  4,  1974,  pp.  37-38. 
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•  Guardian,  April  11,  1973,  p.  4. 
■»  Guardian,  April  4,  1073,  p.  2. 
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w  Guardian,  October  3,  1973,  p.  4. 

'■  Liberation  News  s, Trice  No.  558,  October  6,  1973,  p.  10. 

•"  Guardian,  March  10.  1075.  p.  3. 

•  Q    ardian,  .March  14,  1975,  p.  3. 
7S  Guardian,  Juno  18,  107.">,  p.  7. 

78  New  York  Post,  March  23,  1073,  p.  6. 


Chapter  V — Affiliations  With  Other  Organizations 

The  attitude  of  the  YLO,  YLP,  and  PER  WO  concerning  other  or- 
ganizations was  expressly  stated : 

Young  Lords  as  an  organization  believes  that  coalitions  and  working  alliances 
are  necessary  among  all  groups  that  are  dedicated  to  .  .  .  (revolution)  .  .  .  along 
sound  Marxist-Leninist  principles.1 

The  organizations  and  coalitions  with  which  the  Young  Lords  Or- 
ganization affiliated  itself  were  to  a  great  extent  duplicated  by  the 
Young  Lords  Party.  Both  the  YLO  and  YLP  chose  their  allies  ac- 
cording to  the  cause  which  they  were  advocating.  For  example,  Point  1 
of  the  YLO's  and  YLP's  13  Point  Program  and  Platform  states,  "We 
want  self-determination  for  Puerto  Ricans.  Liberation  on  the  island 
and  inside  the  United  States."  2  In  advocating  the  cause  of  Puerto 
Rican  independence,  the  YLO  and  YLP  entered  into  activities  in  con- 
junction with  organizations  and  coalitions  espousing  the  same  cause. 
These  included  ERISA,  El  Comite,  Federation  of  University  Stu- 
dents for  Puerto  Rican  Independence,  MIR  A  (Independent  Armed 
Revolutionary  Movement  for  Puerto  Rican  Liberation),  Movement 
for  Puerto  Rican  Independence,  and  El  Frente  Unido. 

When  the  Young  Lords  Party  became  the  Puerto  Rican  Revolu- 
tionary Vvrorkers  Organization  in  July  1972,  the  cause  of  Puerto  Rican 
independence  was  retained  and  the  PRRWO  expanded  its  portfolio  of 
organizational  affiliations.  Added  to  the  above  list  were :  the  Committee 
for  Puerto  Rican  Decolonization,  the  Federation  of  Puerto  Rican 
University  Students,  the  Puerto  Rican  Independence  Party,  the  Puerto 
Rican  Socialist  Party,  and  an  expanded  El  Frente  Unido. 

The  causes  which  have  been  espoused  by  the  YLO,  YLP,  and 
PRRWO  may  be  generally  categorized  into  four  basic  areas :  urban 
renewal  programs,  anti-war  programs,  social  reform  programs,  and 
revolutionary  programs. 

To  give  further  insight  into  the  exact  nature  of  the  YLO's,  YLP's, 
and  PRRWO's  associations  with  other  organizations,  the  following  is 
a  listing  of  the  organizations  and  coalitions,  in  alphabetical  order, 
denoting  the  specific  nature  and  date  of  each  association.  Some  of 
these  organizations  are  primarily  concerned  with  social  reform.  Others 
are  frankly  revolutionary.  (It  has  to  be  underscored  that  the  appear- 
ance of  an  organization's  name  in  the  listing  that  follows  does  not 
denote  that  it  is  revolutionary  or  that  it  shares  the  goals  of  the 
PRRWO.)  By  the  same  token,  the  objectives  of  the  associations  with 
these  various  organizations  ranged  all  the  way  from  improving  wel- 
fare conditions  to  staging  militant  and  even  violent  actions.  (In  gen- 
eral it  may  be  said  that  the  PRRWO's  attitude,  which  was  initially 
reformist,  moved  progressively  in  a  more  revolutionary  direction.)  To 
maintain  continuity,  the  listing  is  grouped  according  to  association 
with  YLO  (Chicago),  YLO  (Xew  York),  and  YLP,  and  PRRWO. 

1  The  Movement,  November  1969,  p.  13. 
8  See  Appendix. 
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Yl.<>     (CHICA  OPERATION    Willi    OTHEB    ORGANIZATIONS 

lot 

( )n  July  -.  1969  the  above  group  appeared  with  the  YIX )  on  WTTW 
radio  in  ( Chicago  to  discuss  urban  renewal. 

(    i  08  Sod 
In  J  an  ^  Jose  Martinez  of  the  Chicago  YL( )  contacted  mem- 
bers of  the  above  group  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a  New  York 
branch.4 

Black,  Activi  and  I >>  U  rmmed 

On  the  weekend  of  February  V>.  1969  the  above  group  co-sponsored 
with  the  YLO  a  Third  World  Unity  Conference  whoso  theme  was 

"Non-Whites  and  Latin-  unite  in  the  Third  World. 

Black  Panthi  r  Party 

On  March  1().  1969  the  above  group  participated  with  the  YLO  in 
a  march  on  the  Wicker  Park  Welfare  Office.6 

On  May  5,  L969  the  above  group  attended  the  wake  of  Manuel 
Ramos  of  the  YLO.7 

On  May  6,  L969  the  above  group  attended  a  memorial  service  at  the 
McCormick  Theological  Seminary  for  Manuel  Kamos.8 

On  May  L5,  1969  the  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover  of 
the  W.  (dement  Stone  Administration  Building  at  the  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.9 

( )n  Ma\  22,  1969  the  above  group  part  icipated  in  the  takeover  of  the 
a  Lministration  building  at  the  Chicago-Circle  campus  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.10 

July  -1.  L969  the  above  group  attended  a  meeting  in  Lincoln 
Park  with  the  YLO.11 

On  duly  18,  L969  the  above  group  held  a  conference  iu  Oakland. 
California  which  was  attended  by  members  of  the  YLO.1- 

( )n  August  28,  L 969  the  above  group  attended  a  rally  in  Grant  Lark 
with  the  YLO  to  commemorate  the  L968  Battle  of  Grant  Park.13 

On  0<-i(.i>e--  L0,  1969  the  above  group  was  present  with  the  YLO  at 
i  onferem  i 

On  October  11.  1969  the  above  group  participated  with  the  YLO  in 
an  anti-war  march.15 


::  Movement  "News,  July  14.  1969. 

4  Abramson,   .Michael,   Palante  Young  Lords  Party,  McGraw-Hill  Book   Company,   1971, 
p.  10. 

'  The  Movement,  May  1009,  p.  5. 

lent  oj  Subversion  in  the  "Xexr  Left".  Part-  7,  Hearings  before  the  Subcommittee 
to  Investigate  the  Administration  of  the  infernal  Security  Act  and  Otber  Internal 
Security  I  awa  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  United  States  Senate  91st  Congress, 
2d  Session,  p.  1055. 

~  The  Movement,  June  19C9,  p.  4. 

h  Ibid,  p.  4. 

v  The  Movement,  June  1969,  p.  4. 
!  line,  May  2."..  1  91 
tent  of  Subversion  in  the  "Xeir  Left".  Part  7,  op.  clt,  p.  1056. 

■«.nther,  July  12,  19G9,  p.   10;  and  News  J  Views,  vol.  32,  no.  11,  Xovem- 
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tuhtngton  Daily  News,  August  29,  19H9,  p.  41. 
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Black  Stone  Peace  Nation 

"Jeff  Fort,  leader  of  the  Black  Stone  Peace  Nation,  has  rapped  the 
Cobra  Stones  into  supporting  the  Young  Lords."1'1  (May  15,  1969) 

The  above  mentioned  group  is  a  member  of  a  coalition  called  LSD 
which  stands  for  Lords,  Stones,  and  Disciples.17 

Gh  icago  Peace  Council 

On  April  5,  1969  the  above  group  sponsored  a  inarch  and  rally 
which  was  attended  by  the  YLO.18 

Coalition  for  United  Community  Action 

On  August  12,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  rally  sponsored  bv 
the  YLO  in  the  "People's  Park".19 

Cobra  Stones 

On  May  20,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation 
Committee.20 

On  December  9,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  police-community  workshop.21 

Comancheros 

On  July  29,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation 
Committee  at  Waller  High  School.22 

On  July  31,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  area  school  planning  group.23 

On  August  12,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  rally  sponsored  by 
the  YLO  in  the  "Peoples'  Park"'.24^ 

On  August  23, 1969  the  above  group  co-sponsored  a  "street  festival"' 
in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.25 

On  August  28, 1969  the  above  group  attended  a  rally  in  Grant  Park 
with  the  YLO  to  commemorate  the  1968  Battle  of  Grant  Park.26 

On  September  11,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  staged  a  filibuster  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Com- 
munity Conservation  Committee.27 

Communist  Party  (Illinois) 

On  August  9,  1969  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-war  demon- 
stration in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.28 

Communities  United  Against  the  War 

On  July  4.  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  meeting  in  Lincoln 
Park  with  the  YLO.29 


16  Chicago  Daily  "News,  May  15,  1969. 

17  Yenceremos  Brigade,  ed."  Sandra  Levinson  and  Carol  Brightman,  Simon  and  Schuster, 
New  York.  1971,  pp.  226-228. 

18  Guardian.  Ar>ril  12.  1060.  p.  5. 

19  Chicago  Today,  August  13.  lOfiO. 

20  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left",  Part  7,  op.  cit.  p.  IO.j.j. 
»  Ibid,  Part  7.  op.  cit..  p.  1060. 

22  Chicago  Tribune,  .Tnly  30.  1069.  sec  2.  p.  12. 

23  Chicago  Today,  August  1.  1969  :  and  Chicago  Daily  Xeics,  August  1,  1969. 

24  Chicago  Todan.  August  13,  1969. 

2"  Chicago  Todau,   Micrust  24.  lOfiO.  p.  20. 

M  Washingt^v  Daily  Xcws,  August  20.  1069,  p.  41. 

27  Chicaao  Daily  Xeirs,  September  12.  1969. 

^  The  Militant.  August  22.  1960.  p.  12. 

29  Extent  of  Subrersion  in  the  "New  Left",  Part  7,  op.  cit..  p.  1056. 
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Con  '  .       '  <ur rival  Front 

On  -M  t\  5,  1969  the  above  group  attended  the  wake  of  Manuel 
Ramos  of  the  VI. 

On  Ma}  6,  L969  the  above  group  attended  b  memorial  service  at  the 
rmick  Theological  Seminary  for  Manuel  Ramos." 

On  May  -jo.  L969  the  above  proup  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO  dis- 
rupted a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation 
Committ.    . 

On  September  11,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  staged  a  filibuster  a1  the  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Com- 
munity Conservation  Committee.88 

On  November  6,  1969  the  above  group  cosigned  a  petition  with 
the  YLO  which  called  for  the  creation  of  a  day  care  center  at  De 
Paul  University.84 

On  December  9,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  disrupted  a  police-community  workshop.35 

01  CivU  Liberties  Defense  Committee 

On  August  0,  lf>C>(.)  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-war  demon- 
Strat  ion  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.36 

GI->  Action  Committee 

On  August  9, 1009  Wiq  above  group  attended  an  anti-war  demonstra- 
tion in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.37 

Hermanos 

On  September  11.  1969  the  above  proup  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  staged  a  filibuster  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Commu- 
nity Conservation  Committee.38 

International  Workers  of  the  World 

On  August  12,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  rally  sponsored 
by  the  YLO  in  the  "Peoples'  Park".39 

Lake  Yi<  w  Youth  Council 

On  May  22,  1969  the  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover  of 
the  administration  building  at  the  Ohicago-Circle  campus  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.40 

La  (rente 

Prior  to  June  1970  the  above  group  was  established  by  former 
YLO  members  and  had  strong  political  ties  with  the  YLO.41 

Latin  American  Defense  Organization 

On  March  10,  1969  the  above  group  participated  with  the  YLO  in 
a  march  on  the  Wicker  Park  Welfare  Office.42 
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«  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left",  Part  7,  op.  cit.,  p.  1001. 
"Ibid.,  p.  1055. 
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On  May  5. 19G0  the  above  group  attended  the  wake  of  Manuel  Ramos 
of  the  YLO.43 

On  May  6,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  memorial  service  at 
the  McCormick  Theological  Seminary  for  Manuel  Ramos.44 

On  July  2, 1969  the  above  group  appeared  with  the  YLO  on  YVTTYV 
radio  in  Chicago  to  discuss  urban  renewal.45 

On  August  23,  1969  the  above  group  co-sponsored  a  "street  festival" 
in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.46 

Lincoln  Park  Toion  Meeting 

On  September  11.  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  staged  a  filibuster  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Com- 
munity Conservation  Committee.47 

On  December  9,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  police-community  workshop.48 

LSD 

"We  made  another  coalition  with  the  "worst"  gangs  of  Chicago,  the 
Blackstone  Rangers  and  the  Disciples,  and  we  called  ourselves  LSD 
(Lords,  Stones  and  Disciples) ."  49 

Mothers  and  Others 

On  November  6,  1969  the  above  group  cosigned  a  petition  with  the 
YLO  which  called  for  the  creation  of  a  clay  care  center  at  De  Paul 
University.50 

Neighborhood  Commons  Corporation 

On  May  20,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation 
Committee.51 

North  Side  Cooperative  Ministry 

On  September  11,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  staged  a  filibuster  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Com- 
munity Conservation  Committee.52 

Poor  Peoples  Coalition 

On  July  29,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
disrupted  a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation 
Committee  at  Waller  High  School.53 

On  September  11,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  staged  a  filibuster  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Com- 
munity Conservation  Committee.54 

On  November  6,  1969  the  above  group  cosigned  a  petition  with  the 
YLO  which  called  for  the  creation  of  a  day  care  center  at  De  Paul 
University.55 


48  The  Movement,  June  1969,  p.  4. 

"Ibid,  p.  4. 

a  Movement  ffews.  .Tulv  14.  IflfiO. 

48  Chicago  Today,  August  24.  1969,  p.  20. 

47  Chicago  Daily  New*.  Sp^f ember  12.  1969. 

48  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left",  Part  7,  op.  cit.,  p.  1060. 
*9Venceremos  Brigade,  op.  cit.,  pp.  226-228. 

60  The  TAncoln  Park  Press,  January  1970,  p.  7 

61  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "~Seto  Left",  Part  7,  op.  cit.,  p.  1055. 

62  Chicago  Daily  News,  September  12,  1969. 

53  Chicago  Tribune,  July  SO.  1969,  sec.  2,  p.  12. 

54  Chicago  Daily  News,  September  12.  1969. 

55  The  Lincoln  Park  Press,  January  1970,  p.  7. 
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Rainbow  Coalition 

"We  formed  the  Rainbow  Coalition,  consisting  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party,  the  Young  Patriots  .  .  .  and  the  Young  Lords." 

Red  ■ 

( )n  July  1.  [969  the  above  group  attended  a  meeting  in  Lincoln 
Park  with  the  TLO. 

ry  Contingent 
On  A.ugus1  9,  L969  the  above  group  attended  an  antiwar  demon- 
si  ration  in  conjunct  ion  with  the  YL( ). 

ry  You tli  Moveim  rU  II 

On  October  10,  L969  the  above  group  was  present  with  the  YLO 
at  a  press  conference 
On  October  11.  L969  the  above  group  participated  with  the  YLO 

in  an  anti-war  inarch."" 

Sot  'alist  Workers  Party 

On  August  9,  1969  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-war  demon- 
stration with  the  YLO.61 

Student  Mobilization  Commits  • 

On  August  9,  1969  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-war  demon- 
stration with  the  YLO."- 

Btudi  nts  for  a  Democratic  Society 

The  YLO  participated  in  the  SDS's  National  Convention  in  May 
of  L969.63 

(  to  May  5,  1969  the  above  group  attended  the  wake  of  Manuel 
Ramos  of*  the  YLO.64 

On  May  13,  1969  the  above  group  participated  with  the  YLO  in 
a  march  on  Chicago's  18th  District  Police  station.65 

On  May  15,  1969  the  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover  of 
the  W.  Clement  Stone  Administration  Building  at  the  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.06 

On  May  22,  1969  th(4  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover  of 
the  administration  building  at  the  Chicago-Circle  campus  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.07 

On  November  6,  1969  the  above  group  cosigned  a  petition  with 
the  VL( )  which  called  for  the  creation  of  a  day  care  center  at  1  >e  Paul 
University 

St.  Teresa  Welfare  Mothers 

On  May  6,  1969  the  above  group  attended  the  wake  of  Manuel 
Ramos  of  the  YLO.09 


i  nrcrcmcx  Brigade,  op.  cit.,  p.  -27. 
w Extent  of  Subversion  in   the  "New  Left",  Part  7,  op.  cit.,  p.  1056. 
he  Militant,  August  22,  1969,  p.  12. 
Chicago    Today,  October    LI,    1969;   and    Extent  of   Subversion    in    the  "New   Left" 
Pa r'  7,  op.  cit.,  p.  1059. 
H"  Extent  i><  Subversion  in  the  "Nt  to  Left",  Pari  7.  op.  cit.,  p.  1053. 
■  The  Militant,  August  22.  1969,  p.  12 
m  Ibid,  p.   12. 

\ bramson,  op.  rit . .  p.  10. 
"■  The   Vorrmcnt,  Juno  1900.  p.  4. 

The    Militant,  May  30.    1969,  p.   13;  and   The  Movement.  Juno  I960,  p.  4. 
"  The  Movement,  Juno  1969,  p.  *. 
Icago  Tribune.  Way  23.  1969. 
""  The  Lincoln  Park  Press,  January  1070.  p.  7. 
"u  The  Movement,  June  lot*.;),  p.  4." 
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Third  World  Committee  of  Solidarity  with  Vietnam 

On  August  0,  1969  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-war  inarch 
in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.70 
Third  World  Liberation  Front 

On  July  4,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  meeting  in  Lincoln 
Park  with  the  YLO.71 
Veneer emos  Brigade 

Prior  to  1971  the  YLO  participated  in  the  activities  of  the  above 
mentioned  group.72 
Welfare  and  Working  Mothers  of  Wicker  Park 

On  May  15,  1969  the  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover  of 
the  W.  Clement  Stone  Administration  Building  at  the  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.73 

Young  Patriots  Organization 

On  Mav  5,  1969  the  above  group  attended  the  wake  of  Manuel 
Ramos  of  the  YLO.74 

On  May  6,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  memorial  service  at 
the  McCormick  Theological  Seminary  for  Manuel  Ramos.75 

On  May  20,  1969  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO  dis- 
rupted a  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Community  Conservation 
Committee.76 

On  May  22, 1969  the  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover  of  the 
administration  building  at  the  Chicago-Circle  campus  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO.77 

On  August  28,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  rally  in  Grant  Park 
to  commemorate  the  1968  Battle  of  Grant  Park.78 

Young  Socialist  Alliance 

On  May  13,  1969  the  above  group  participated  with  the  YLO  in  a 
march  on  Chicago's  18th  District  Police  station.79 

Youth  Against  War  and  Facism 

On  August  28,  1969  the  above  group  attended  a  rallv  in  Grant  Park 
to  commemorate  the  1968  Battle  of  Grant  Park.80 

TLO     (NEW    YORK)     AND    YLP COOPERATION    WITH    OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

On  November  5.  1971  the  YLP  attended  a  conference  on  Prisoners 
Rights  sponsored  by  the  above  group.81 

70  The  Militant,  August  22,  1969.  n.  12. 

71  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  "New  Left",  Port  7.  op.  cit.,  p.  1056. 
'^Te.neeremos  Brioade,  on.  cit.,  pp.  226-22S 

•s  The  Militant,  May  30.  1909.  p.  13. 

T*  The  Movement,  June  1969,  p.  4. 

75  Tbid,  p.  4. 

™  Extent  of  Subversion  in  thp  "Veto  Left",  Part  7.  op.  cit.   p.   1055. 

'■->  Chicano  Tribune.  May  23.  1969. 

ra  Washivqtnn  Dnilv  News,  August  29,  1969  p  41 

79  The  Militant.  May  30.  1969.  p.  13. 

80  Washington  Daily  News,  August  29.  1969.  p.  41. 

81  New  Torlc  Daily  News,  November  8,  1971.  p.  12:  and  Neto  Tori:  Times,  November  S, 
1971.  p.  24. 
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iaut  'ampoa  Socu  '>/ 
On  or  about  June  7.  1969  the  above  group  merged  with  the  New 
York  YLO. 

Block  Panther  Party 

latter  part  of  June  1969  the  above  group  co-founded  tin4  Now 
\  Rainbow  Com  lit  ion  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO  and  the  Young 
Pal  riots  ( Irganizal  ion.1  ■ 

;i   I.  L970  the  above  group  sponsored  a  rally  at  which  the 
Y  \a  )  was  present  * 
On  March  26,  L971  the  above  group  sponsored  a  meeting  at  C.  "W. 
liege  al  whi  h  the  YLP  was  present.85 

Angi  Is  Port  it 

\  e  group  is  a  member  of  E]  Fivnte  Uhido.M 

ERISA 

Around  January  of  1970  the  YLO  "got  together  with  people  (from) 
lity  College."8' 

El  Com.lte 

On  March  19, 1072  the  above  group  sponsored  a  conference  on  Puerto 
Rican  political  prisoners  which  was  attended  by  the  YLP.88 

El  F rente  Unido 

As  of  March  13, 1071  the  above  coalition  was  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing groups:  YLP,  Puerto  Rican  Students  union,  Movement  for  Puerto 
Rican  Independence,  El  Comite,  Justicia  Latina,  Justicia  Boricua,  the 
Blue  Angels  Party,  Movementa  Latina,  Resistencia  Latina,  and  the 
Health  Revolutionary  Unity  Movement.89 

rat Ion  of  University  Students  for  Puerto  Rican  Independence 
Axound  January  of  1970  the  YLO  "got  together  with  people  (from) 
FUPL" 

'  venue  Vietnam  Peace  Parade  Committee 
On  February  18,  1970  the  YLO  attended  a  meeting  of  the  above 
group.91 

Health  Revolutionary  Unity  Movement 

The  above  group  is  a  member  of  El  Frente  Unido.92 

On  July  18,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  YLP  seized 

control  of  Lincoln  Hospital.93 

pendent   Armed   Revolutionary   Movement  for  Puerto   Rican 
Liberation 
On  March  7,  1070  the  YLO  expressed  general  approval  of  the  ter- 
rorisl  ic  actrv  Li  les  of  the  above  group.94 

1    '.'//>/  World,  0  rtober  24,  I960. 

UB  York  Sunday  NetOS,  April  5,  1070,  p.  4. 
,  /;  Daily  News.  March  20.  1971,  p.  6. 

ervice  No.  S25,  March  13,  1071.  p.  12. 
ement,  February/March  1970,  p.  11. 
*   Liberation  News  Service  No.  m,  February  10.  1072,  p.  8. 
Ion  News  Service  so.  S2:>,  March  13,  1071,  p.  L2. 
}i>,rcment,  February /March  1070,  p.  11. 
lardian,  February  14,  1070.  p.  2. 

on  Veto*  Service  No.  325,  March  18,  1071,  p.  12. 
"  Ramparts,  October  1970,  p.  24. 
9* Rat,  March  7,   1070. 


37 

■Justicia  Boricua 

The  above  group  is  a  member  of  El  Frente  Unido.95 
Justicia  Latina 

The  above  group  is  a  member  of  El  Frente  Unido.96 

Lucha 

Around  January  of  1970  the  YLO  "got  together  with  people  (from) 
Lucha  at  New  York  University."  97 

Movement  for  Puerto  Rican  Independence 

On  March  14,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
held  a  rally  to  commemorate  the  death  of  Antonia  Martinez,  a  student 
at  the  University  of  Puerto  Eico  who  died  during  an  anti-war  demon- 
stration at  the  university.98 

On  June  7,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
marched  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade.99 

On  November  13, 1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
participated  in  a  rally  to  demand  Puerto  Rico's  independence.100 

Mo  rem  e  n  fa  Latina 

The  above  group  is  a  member  of  El  Frente  Unido.101 
National  Lawyers  Guild 

In  January  of  1970  the  above  group  provided  eight  attorneys  to 
represent  the  YLO  on  charges  stemming  from  the  takeover  of  the  First 
Spanish  Methodist  Church  in  December  of  1969.102 

In  November  of  1970  the  above  group  provided  counsel  to  staff  the 
legal  defense  center  run  by  the  YLO.103 

Pit '  \i hoy  Foundation 

On  November  5,  1971  the  YLP  attended  a  conference  on  Prisoners 
Rights  sponsored  by  the  above  group.104 

Public  Justice  Foundation 

On  November  5,  1971  the  YLP  attended  a  conference  on  Prisoners 
its  sponsored  by  the  above  group.105 

Puerto  Rican  Students  Union 

On  June  7,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
marched  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade.106 

On  September  22,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  sponsored  a  conference  at  Columbia  University.107 

On  November  13,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
YLO  participated  in  a  rally  to  demand  Puerto  Rico's  independence.108 

■■  Liberation  News  Service  No.  S25,  March  13,  1971  p.  12 

9*  Ibid,  r>.  12. 

07  The  Movement,  February/March  1970,  p.  11. 

98  Daily  World,  March  IS,  1970.  p.  9. 

99  New  York  Times,  June  8,  1970.  p.  31. 

ioo  TJir  Militant,  November  13,  1970,  p.  12. 
101  Liberation  News  Service  No.  825,  March  13,  1971,  p.  12. 
i<*  New  York  Times,  January  17.  1970,  p.  62. 
loa  Dany  world,  November  13,  1970.  p.  9. 
1q^NeWo7ork  Daily  News>  November  8,  1971,  p.  12;  and  New  York  Times,  November  8, 

ioe New  York  Times.  June  8.  1970,  p.  31. 

307  Ahramson.  op.  cit.,  p.  11. 

108  The  Militant,  November  13,  1970,  p.  12. 
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Ion 

I  .  latter  pari  of  June,  L969  tlie  YXO  joined  with  the  Black 
Panther  Party  and  the  Young  Patriots  to  form  the  above  group.109 

On  Octobei  19  the  above  group,  including  the  1TLO,  partic- 

ipated in  an  anti-war  rally  at  Fori  Dix,  New  Jersey, 

The  above  group  is  a  member  of  El  Frente  Qnido.111 
/'<  alth    World  rs 

A.round  January  of  L970  the  YLO  ugo1  together  with  .  .  .  the  Rev- 
olutionary Health  Workers  movement  which  is  part  of  our  health 
thing."  n'- 

Revolutionary  Youth  Movement  II 

On  October  10,  L969  the  YLO,  New  York  branch  had  a  delegate  al 
press  conference  with  the  above  group  in  Chicago.118 

Students  for  a  Di  mocratic  Society 

On  January  5,  1070  the  above  group  participated  in  the  takeover 
of  offices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  New  York  to  show  sup- 
port for  the  actions  of  the  YLO  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  the  First 
Spanish  Methodist  Church.114 

Taino  Tt  nants  Association 

In  January  of  1971  the  Bridgeport  branch  of  the  YLO  organized 
1  he  above  group  to  conduct  a  rent  strike.11" 

Think  Lincoln  Committee 

On  July  18,  1970  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  YLO 
seized  control  of  Lincoln  Hospital.110 

Third  World  Conference 

On  November  28.  1970  the  YLP  attended  the  Revolutionary  Peoples 
Convention  which  was  sponsored  by  the  above  group.117 

Third  Wo/Id Revelotlonlst 

Around  January  of  1970  the  YLO  "got  together  with  people 
(  from)  Third  World  Revelationist,  a  group  of  radical  Puerto  Ricans 
that  do  street  theatre  down  on  lUTth  Street,  (and)  have  also  been 
working  with  US."  l18 

Th lid  World  Students  Party 

In  November  of  19G9  a  YLO  member  said,  ".  .  .  We've  been  doing 
a  lot  of  college  and  high  school  organizing  .  .  .  what  we've  been  trying 
to  push  is  a  Third  World  Students  Party."  1J9 


•■ni, i  World,  October  24,  1969. 
Sfetc  York  Times,  October  L3,  1969,  p.  78. 
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1  ->  The  Movement,  February/ March  1970,  p.  11. 

Chicago  Today,  October  n,  1969  ;  and  Extent  of  Subversion  in  the  ""Neva  l.<  '/".  Pari  7, 
op.  clt,  p.  1059. 

,M  \<>r  York  D<iilu  News,  January  6,  1970 ;  and  National  Catholic  Reporter,  January  1  I, 
L970. 

■•  Liberation  News  Service  No.  $Z5,  May  20,  1071,  p.  10. 
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■  -  The  Movement,  February/ March  1070,  p.  n. 
""  The  Mai-em*  nt.  November  1969,  p,  8. 
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United  Black  Coalition 

On  August  9,  1970  the  United  Black  Coalition  for  Jobs  in  the  Con- 
struction Industry  announced  that  the  YLP  was  a  member  of  the 

coalition.120 

Venceremos  Organization 

According  to  Grand  Jury  testimony  taken  from  Ronald  Wayne 
Beaty  the  YLO  was  affiliated  with  Venceremos:  "Just  recently  we 
have  extended  out  into  other  revolutionary  organizations  such  as  the 
Young  Lords  in  New  York  City  .  .  .  We  have  merged  with  them  and 
made  a  pact  to  where  we  would  aid  each  other  in  various  operations 
on  the  different  coasts  and  in  between.  This  merger  has  been  made,  to 
my  knowledge,  with  five  other  organizations."  121 

Weatherman 

The  above  group  is  affiliated  with  the  YLO  through  the  reciprocal 
agreement  mentioned  under  the  Venceremos  group.122 

Young  Patriots  Organization 

The  above  group  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Branch  of  the  Rain- 
bow Coalition  in  conjunction  with  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  the 
YLO.123 

PUERTO  RICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  WORKERS  ORGANIZATION 

Albanian  Affairs  Study  Group 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.124 

Association  of  Agricultural  Workers 

On  June  8,  1975,  the  PRRWO  in  conjunction  with  the  above  group 
marched  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade.125 

Attica  Brigade 

On  March  23,  1973,  the  PRRWO  attended  a  conference  with  the 
above  group  entitled,  "What  Road  to  Building  a  New  Communist 
Party?"126 

On  March  31,  1973,  the  PRRWO  attended  a  conference  sponsored 
by  the  above  group.127 

Attica  Defense  Fund 

On  March  31,  1973,  the  above  group  attended  a  conference  in  con- 
junction with  the  PRRWO.128 

Black  Workers  Congress 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.129 


320  New  York  Times,  August  9,  1970,  p.  53. 

lai  Terroristic  Activity,  Part  1,  Hearings  before  the  Subcommittee  to  Investigate  the 
Administration  of  the  Internal  Security  Act  and  Other  Internal  Security  Laws  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  United  States  Senate,  93d  Congress,  2d  Session,  p.  88. 

^Ibid,  p.  88. 

123  Daily  World,  October  24,  1969. 

i«  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972,  p.  1. 

125  Guardian,  June  18,  1975,  p.  7. 

126  Guardian,  April  4,  1975,  p.  5. 
327  Guardian,  April  11,  1973,  p.  4. 
118  Ibid.  p.   4. 

129  Guardian,  July  12,  1972,  p.  5. 
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On  August  8,  1972,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  tho. 
PRRWO  attended  a  demonstration  at  the  U.N.  to  urge  the  I 

ma  Special  Committee  on  Decolonization  to  place  the  Puerto 
Rican  issue  on  their  agi  nda  of  discussions.1*0 

In  September  o{  L9t2,  the  above  group  sponsored  the  Black  Work- 
Freedom  Convention  in  Lincoln  Heights,  Ohio,  which  was  at- 
tended by  the  PRRWO.181 

On  March  10,  1973,  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-imperialist 
workers  conference  in  New  York  City  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO.XM 

On  >ve  group  attended  a  I  by 

Guardian  at  the  Manhattan  Center  in  New  York.  The  subject  of  the 
forum  was,  "What  Road  to  Building  a  New  Communist  Pari 

(        rrdttee  for  Puerto  Wean  Decolonization 

On  September  24,  ':;7>,  the  above  group  sponsored  a  rally  at  tho 
United  Nations  calling  for  Puerto  Rican  independence  which  was  at- 
tended by  the  PRRWO."' 

Committi  e  to  Defend  the  Community 

On  June  30,  1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  ; 
gress  of  the  PRRWO.185 

Congress  of  African  People 

Oil  May  1.  1975,  the  above  rrroup  in  conjunction  with  the  PRRWO 
attended  a  May  Day  rally  in  New  York's  Federal  Plaza.136 

El  Comite 

On  June  30,  1072.  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  ( 
gress  of  PRRWO.137 

On  May  L,  II  75,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  PRKWO 
aided  a  May  Day  rally  in  New  York's  Federal  Plaza.138 

El  Fn  rite  Unido 

As  of  October  6,  1973,  in  addition  to  \}\^  previously  mentioned 

groups,  the  following  groups  had.  joined  the  above  coalition:  Bori- 

cuas  de  Frente,  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Party,  Resistencia  Puertori- 

a,  the  Committee  to  Defend  Carlos  Feliciano,  the  Committee  to 

tberto  Pagan,  the  Committee  to  d  Eduardb  Cruz, 

and  the  Committee  to  Defend  Martin  Sostre.139 

On  October 30,  1973,  the  above  coalition  sponsored  a  march  in  Wash- 

..  demanding  the  freedom  of  Puerto  Rican  "political  pris- 

rhe  PRRWO,  as  a  member  of  the  coalition,  participated  in 

•  arch.140 

•  /  <  mio  de  Trabajadores  de  Puerto  Rico 
On  June  30,  1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
-  oi  the  PRRWO.141 
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Federation  of  Puerto  Rican  University  Students 

On  June  8,  1975,  the  PRRWO  in  conjunction  with  the  above  group 
marched  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade.142 

/  Wor  Kuen 

On  June  30,  1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.143 

On  August  18,  1972,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PREWO  attended  a  demonstration  at  the  U.N.  to  urge  the  United 
Nation's  Special  Committee  on  Decolonization  to  place  the  Puerto 
Rican  issue  on  their  agenda  of  discussions.144 

On  March  10,  1978,  the  above  group  attended  an  anti-imperialist 
workers   conference   in   New   York   City   in   conjunction   with   the 
PRRWO.145 
J  Town  Collective 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.146 

Kalayaan 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.147 

Kokua  Hawaii 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.143 

Los  Siete  de  la  Rasa 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.149 

National  Committee  for  the  Restoration  of  Civil  Liberties  in  the 
Philippines 
On  March  31,   1973,  the   above  group  in  conjunction   with  the 
PRRWO  attended  the  second  conference  of  the  Attica  Brigade  at 
Staten  Island  Community  College.150 

November  4  Coalition 

On  March  10, 1973,  the  above  coalition  sponsored  an  anti-imperialist 
workers  conference  in  New  York  City  which  was  attended  by  the 
PRRWO.151 

October  League 

On  March  23,  1973,  the  above  group  attended  a  Guardian  forum  at 
the  Manhattan  Center  in  New  York  in  conjunction  with  the  PRRWO. 
The  subject  of  the  forum  was,  "What  Road  to  Building  a  New  Com- 
munist Party?"  152 


142  Guardian,  June  18,  1975,  p.  7. 

143  Palante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972,  p.  1. 

144  Liberation  News  Service  No.  $60,  August  26,  1972,  p.  8. 

145  Guardian,  March  21.  1973,  p.  5. 

i*;  Palante.  July  21  to  August  4,  1972,  p.  1. 

147  Ibid,  p.  1. 

1**  Ibid,  p.  1. 
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150  Guardian,  April  11.  1973.  p.  4. 

i5i  Guardian,  March  21,  1973.  p.  5. 

152  Guardian,  April  4,  1973,  p.  5. 
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On  March  s.  1975,  the  above  group  sponsored  r  rally  to  commemo- 
rate International  Wbmens5  Day  which  was  attended  l>v  the 
PRRWO 

( >n  .M:i\   l.  L975,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  PRRWO 
ended  a  May  Day  rally  in  New  York's  Federal  Plaza. 

.7         ent 
On   A.ugus1    L8,  1972,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO  attended  a  demonstration  at  the  l'.\  to  urge  the  United 
Nations  Special  Committee  on   Decolonization  to  place  the  Puerto 
Rican  issue  on  their  agenda. 

Pva         .     m  Independence  Party 

On  August  18,  1972,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO  attended  a  demonstration  ai  the  IX  to  urge  the  United 
Nations3  Special  Committee  on  Decolonization  to  place  the  Puerto 
Rican  issue  on  their  agenda.156 

/'//  i  ocialist  Party 

On  August  18,  1972,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO  attended  a  demonstration  at  the  UN  to  urge  the  United 
Nations'  Special  Committee  on  Decolonization  to  place  the  Puerto 
on  their  agenda.3 ,: 

On  March  10,  1973,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO  attended  an  anti-imperialist  workers  conference  in  New 
York  City.158 

On  June  8,  1075.  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the  PRRWO 
marched  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Day  Parade.159 

Puerto  Rican  Students  Union 

On  June  30,  1072,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.100 

Revolutionary  Union 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PRRWO.101 

On  March  10,  1973,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO  attended  an  anti-imperialist  workers  conference  in  New 
York  City.102 

On  March  23,  1973.  the  above  group  attended  a  Guardian  forum  at 
the  Manhattan  Center  in  New  York  in  conjunction  with  the  PRRW(  h 
The  subject  of  the  forum  was,  "What  Road  to  Building  a  New  Com- 
munist Party  ?" 1G3 

On  March  31,  1073,  the  above  group  in  conjunction  with  the 
PRRWO  attended  the  second  conference  of  the  Attica  Brigade  at 
Staten  Island  Community  College.164 
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Rising  Up  Angry 

On  June  30. 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  National  Con- 
gress of  the  PEEWO.165 
Spirit  of  Logos /White  Lightning 

On  June  30,  1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  Xational 
Congress  of  the  PEEWO.166 
Third  World  Students  League 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  Xational  Con- 
gress of  the  PREWO.167 
Venceremos  Organization 

On  June  30, 1972.  the  above  group  attended  the  First  Xational  Con- 
gress of  the  PREWO.168 
Women's  Union 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  Xational  Con- 
gress of  the  PEEWO.169 

Workers  Federation 

On  June  30, 1972,  the  above  group  attended  the  First  Xational  Con- 
gress of  the  PEEWO.170 


i*5  PaJante,  July  21  to  August  4,  1972,  p.  1. 

168  Ibid,  p.  1. 
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APPENDIX 

[From  Palante,  Aug.  28,  1970] 

Young  Lords  Painty 

13  Point  Program  and  Platform 

The  Young  Lords  Party  is  a  Revolutionary  Political  Party  Fighting 
for  the  Liberation  of  All  Oppressed  People 

1.  We  want  self-determination  for  Puerto  Ricans — liberation  on 
the  island  and  inside  the  United  States. 

For  500  years,  first  Spain  and  then  United  States  have  colonized 
our  country.  Billions  of  dollars  in  profits  leave  our  country  for  the 
United  States  every  year.  In  every  vmy  we  are  slaves  of  the  gringo. 
We  want  liberation  and  the  Power  in  the  hands  of  the  People,  not 
Puerto  Rican  exploiters. 

Que  Viva  Puerto  Rico  Libre. 

2.  We  want  self-determination  for  all  latinos. 

^  Our  Latin  Brothers  and  Sisters,  inside  and  outside  the  United 
States,  are  oppressed  by  amerikkkan  business.  The  Chicano  people 
built  the  Southwest,  and  we  support  their  right  to  control  their  lives 
and  their  land.  The  people  of  Santo  Domingo  continue  to  fight  against 
gringo  domination  and  its  puppet  generals.  The  armed  liberation 
struggles  in  Latin  America  are  part  of  the  war  of  Latinos  against 
imperialism. 

Que  Viva  La  Raza ! 

3.  We  want  liberation  of  all  third  world  people. 

Just  as  Latins  first  slaved  under  Spain  and  the  yanquis.  Black  peo- 
ple, Indians,  and  Asians  slaved  to  build  the  wealth  of  this  country. 
For  400  years  they  have  fought  for  freedom  and  dignity  against  racist 
Babylon  (decadent  empire).  Third  World  people  have  led  the  fight 
for  freedom.  All  the  colored  and  oppressed  peoples  of  the  world  are 
one  nation  under  oppression. 

Xo  Puerto  Rican  is  free  until  all  people  are  free ! 

4.  We  are  revolutionary  nationalists  and  oppose  racism. 

The  Latin,  Black,  Indian  and  Asian  people  inside  the  U.S.  are 
colonies  fighting  for  liberation.  We  know  that  Washington,  Wall 
Street,  and  city  hall  will  try  to  make  our  nationalism  into  racism: 
but  Puerto  Ricans  are  of  all  colors  and  we  resist  racism.  Millions 
of  poor  white  people  are  rising  up  to  demand  freedom  and  we  support 
them.  These  are  the  ones  in  the  U.S.  that  are  stepped  on  by  the  rulers 
and  the  government.  We  each  organize  our  people,  but  our  fights  are 
the  fame  against  oppression  and  we  will  defeat  it  together.  Power  to 
all  oppressed  people ! 

5.  We  want  community  control  of  our  institutions  and  land. 

We  want  control  of  our  communities  by  our  pcoDle  and  programs 
to  guarantee  that  all  institutions  serve  the  needs  of  our  people.  Peo- 

(45) 
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pie's  control  of  police,  health  services,  churches,  schools  housing, 
transportation  and  welfare  are  needed.  We  want  an  end  to  attacks 
on  our  land  by  urban  removal,  highway  destruction,  universities  and 
corporations. 

Land  belongs  to  all  people  ! 

6.  We  want  a  true  education  of  our  Creole  culture  and  Spanish 
language. 

We  must  learn  our  history  of  fighting  against  cultural,  as  well  as 
economic  genocide  by  the  yanqui.  Revolutionary  culture,  culture  of 
our  people,  is  the  only  t  rue  teaching. 

7.  We  oppose  capitalists  and  alliances  with  traitors. 

Puerto  Rican  rulers,  or  puppets  of  the  oppressor,  do  nc4  help  our 
people.  They  arc  paid  by  the  system  to  lead  our  people  down  blind 
alleys,  just  like  the  thousands  of  poverty  pimps  who  keep  our 
munities  peaceful  for  business,  or  the  street  workers  who  keep  gangs 
divided  and  blowing  each  other  away.  We  want  a  society  where  the 
people  socialistically  control  their  labor. 

Vencerem* 

s.  We  oppose  the  Amerikkkan  military. 

We  demand  immediate  withdrawal  of  U.S.  military  forces  and 
bases  from  Puerto  Rico.  Vietnam,  and  all  oppressed  communities 
inside  and  outside  the  U.S.  No  Puerto  Rican  should  serve  in  the  1  \S. 
army  against  his  Brothers  and  Sisters,  for  the  only  true  army  of 
oppressed  people  is  the  people's  army  to  fight  all  rulers 

I  F.S.  out  of  Vietnam,  free  Puerto  Rico  ! 

9.  We  want  freedom  for  all  political  prisoners. 

We  want  all  Puerto  Ricans  freed  because  they  have  been  tried  by 
the  racist  courts  of  the  colonizers,  and  not  by  their  own  people  and 
3.  We  want  all  freedom  fighters  released  from  jail. 
Free  all  political  prisoners  ! 

10.  "We  want  equality  for  women.  Machismo  must  be  revolution- 
ary .  .  .  not  oppressive. 

Under  capitalism,  our  women  have  been  oppressed  by  Ixuh  the  soci- 
ety and  our  own  men.  The  doctrine  of  machismo  has  been  used  by  our 
men  to  take  out  their  frustrations  against  their  wives,  sisters,  mothers, 
and  children.  Our  men  must  support  their  women  in  their  fight  for 
economic  and  social  equality,  and  must  recognize  that  our  women  are 
equals  in  every  way  within  the  revolutionary  ranks. 

Forward,  sisters,  in  the  struggle! 

11.  We  fight  anti-communism  with  international  unity. 

Anyone  who  resists  injustice  is  called  a  communist  by  "the  man" 
and  condemned.  Our  people  are  brainwashed  by  television,  radio,  news- 
papers, schools,  and  books  to  oppose  people  in  other  countries  fighting 
for  their  freedom.  Xo  longer  will  our  people  believe  atta  >ks  and  sland- 
ers, because  they  have  learned  who  the  real  enemy  is  and  who  their  real 
friends  are.  We  will  defend  our  Brothers  and  Sister--  around  the  world 
who  fight  for  justice  against  the  rich  rulers  of  this  country. 

Viva  Che! 

12.  We  believe  armed  self-defense  and  armed  struggle  ate  the  only 
means  to  liberation. 

We  are  opposed  to  violence— the  violence  of  hungry  children,  illiter- 
ate adults,  diseaa  d  old  people,  and  the  violence  of  poverty  and  profit. 
We  have  asked,  petitioned,  .none  to  courts,  demonstrate!  i'ully. 
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and  voted  for  politicians  full  of  empty  promises.  But  we  still  ain't  free. 
The  time  has  come  to  defend  the  lives  of  our  people  against  repression 
and  for  revolutionary  war  against  the  businessman,  politician,  and 
police.  When  a  government  oppresses  our  people,  we  have  the  right  to 
abolish  it  and  create  a  new  one. 

Boricua  is  awake !  All  pigs  beware  ! 

13.  We  want  a  socialist  society. 

We  want  liberation,  clothing,  free  food,  education,  health  care, 
transportation,  utilities,  and  employment  for  all.  We  want  a  society 
where  the  needs  of  our  people  come  first,  and  where  we  give  solidarity 
and  aid  to  the  peoples  of  the  world,  not  oppression  and  racism. 

Hasta  La  Victoria  Siempre  ! 
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